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MINUTES FROM THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD BY THE BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR THE COUNTY OF WARREN IN THE 

WARREN COUNTY ARMORY CIVIC CENTER, MEETING ROOM ON 

MONDAY, APRIL 6, 2020 AT 6:00 PM. 
 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tare Davis.  Other commissioners present:  Victor 

Hunt and Jennifer Pierce.  Commissioners attending by telephone:  Bertadean Baker & Walter 

Powell.  Others in attendance:  County Manager Vincent Jones, Finance Director Katherine 

Brafford and County Attorney Hassan Kingsberry. 

 

Chairman Davis conducted prayer and pledge to the flag. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Pierce, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, April 6, 2020 Suggested Agenda was adopted as amended: 

 

Addition Item 4-D  Resolution Approval of Health Insurance Plan Design and Open  

Enrollment FY 2020-2021      

 

Citizen Comments were received via e-mail observing the Governors Stay at Home Order: 

 

Citizen Comments 
o Time set aside to read aloud individual citizen comments submitted via email. 

o Please submit your comments to WCGOV@warrencountync.gov by Monday, 

April 6th at 3 pm. Citizens are allowed to submit one comment per person. 

Comments are not to exceed 350 words. Any comments submitted after 3 pm 

on April 6th will not be read aloud by the Clerk to the Board of Commissioners. 

o If a response to your written comments are desire from County Manager and/or a 

particular Board member, indicate to whom your comments are addressed. 

o Board of Commissioners’ Meetings are recorded, therefore comments will be read into 

the record. 

Warren County Board of Commissioners 
 

 

Citizen Comments were as follows (hard copies on file w/clerk to the board): 

 

Cliff Zinner:  Concerned about large development east of Eaton Ferry Bridge 

Donna Eyster:  Protesting condo/hotel/retail development 

MB Blake:  Noise Ordinance/Noise Complaint: I know the Commissioners have put the 

Noise Ordnance on hold due to litigation; however, that is not required by law.  My family is being constantly 

harassed by a young man down the street with his four-wheeler, sometimes his motorcycle, both of which have 

no noise buffers in place.  He sits in front of our house revving his engine or on the corner of our property, 

sometimes verbally abusing us.  He rides more than 45 mph over the posted speed limit at night.  The Sheriffs 

have been here numerous times and do what they can; however, we need the law in place.  Page 46 of the Zoning 

Law states “Nuisance: Anything that interferes with the use or enjoyment of property, endangers personal health 

or safety, or is offensive to the senses (sign, smell, touch, hearing, and taste).”  My family will have to join the 

law suit if this cannot be addressed.  I am sure many of my neighbors in Warren County will join this law suit 

as well.  We have far more pressing issues in this county, let’s take care of this and move on!!  MB Blake, 

Warrenton resident and business owner  

Ted & Louann Hughes:  We too am joining those objecting to this massive development on the lake.  

We have owned a home in Eaton’s Ferry Estates for 28 years & feel this directly affects the neighborhood & the 

entire lake.  While a nice hotel would be welcome, we don’t support something of this size.  There are already 

many boat slips across the bridge in Eaton’s Crossing that are unused, so why have 300 more?  Our home is on 

the main lake & feel the influx of even more boats would wreck havoc on the shoreline.  Also, staffing such an 

enterprise here would be difficult.  Where are employees going to be found?  It is already difficult to find service 

people who actually show up in our small community.  We read that the owner of the property owns a home here 

& loved the lake so much he decided to build this.  If he truly loves the lake, he would realize what a disruption 

this will create.  We rent our home for a few weeks in the summer & named it Chateau Gaston.  At least there is 

some satisfaction in knowing we own that name!  Littleton, NC 27850 

Gail McCullough:  I am a weekender or summertime resident.  I feel during the summer over the past 

several years the lake on the weekends/weeks has become overcrowded and almost to the point of being 

dangerous.  With adding this project will enhance the problem to a much greater degree.  The restaurants on the 

lake can’t handle all of the summer business right now, marinas are overcrowded, traffic on the roads are a 
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problem and Food Lion will not be able to handle the influx of people. Just visit Food Lion during the 

summer.  The infrastructure of the lake can’t handle this. The magic and pristine of the lake will deteriorate and 

disappear.  I vote no for this project.   Wildwood point 

Beverly Fowler (2 e-mails):  1) Chateau on the Lake I am against the plan of the 300 + boat slips and 

the condos. The lake is already very busy in the summer and holidays. Those who do visit disregard boating 

rules, throw lots of trash in our lake. We like to float in our cove. ... 2) Subject: Chateau page 2 - We already 

have vacationers chasing the ducks and geese trying to run over them. As full timers of which the majority are 

retired here at the lake, it is too much. 

Ella Stefura: 5 stories is not a problem. As long as I build my home as high as the proposed hotel 

Jim & Barbara Parker:  We are writing to protest the condo/hotel/retail development proposed for 

Lake Gaston.  Our objections to this massive development are:  There are two major condo developments within 

two miles of the proposed development.  Both are mostly empty.  There are at least ten multi slip boat houses 

associated with these condos, most empty.  If a major “carrot” in the deal is to provide a much-needed primary 

care and urgent care facility, then why doesn’t this man simply build and staff one? Or better, two:  One in 

Littleton and one near the Food Lion.   Has there been an environmental impact study?  Has there been a traffic 

study?   Has there been a study of increased boating, especially of jet skis?  Has Dominion given permission for 

the boat houses?   Have all the neighboring subdivisions been consulted?  We hope that The Warren County 

Board of Adjustment will consider the strong opposition to this little publicized and quickly concocted plan. 

Littleton 

Oliver Dunn:  My concerns are as follows: 1. Water supply, 2. Electrical infrastructure, 3. Sewage needs, 

4. Road/bridge improvements, and 5. Infringement on Eaton's Ferry Estates.  Littleton 

Laura Deck: Objections to Chateau at Lake Gaston (11 e-mails):  How will the county handle 
the sewer needed for the Lake Chateaux project?  Lake Chateaux:  Where is the Sewer coming from to allow 
this large a development and who is going to pay of it?  There is a grave concern that the County will try and 
open S. Sunset Drive from EFE to the new development.  Who is going to pay for the hook and ladder equipment 
for VFD to protect the 5 story buildings?  This is a serious safety concern.  This development will cause a huge 
traffic impact on the already busy 903 intersection with Eaton's Ferry Road.   There are safety concerns here. 
Pedestrian safety will be a factor.  There is grave concern about the large size of this Chateaux on the Lake 
development.   Why so large, why 5 stories?  Why 318 boat slips?  If Dominion won't approve Eaton's Ferry 
Estates getting more boat slips, how could it approve 218 for this development?  There is a huge concern 
about boat congestion and traffic, causing damage to our shoreline, docks and bulkheads.   Boat congestion 
could lead to boating accidents.  This could lead to civil lawsuits in which there are multiple plaintiffs, 
including the county.   The developer seems to plan on creating a public beach for "all to enjoy the lake."  Is 
Dominion going to allow this?  Bald eagles nest in this area of the planned Chateaux on the Lake.  These are 
protected by the US and NC Endangered species laws.  This development will likely bring nearby property 
values down, reducing revenue for the county.  Please consider a greatly reduced development which will still 
bring in some revenue for Warren County and maintaining nearby property values and county government 
revenue, thus making it a win-win.  Chateaux on the Lake:  please eliminate the boat slips.   

Ed Sever, As President of Summerwood Property Owners Assn I would like to ask why we need another 

set of Condo’s with more docks in the area of the bridge when there are already many docks that are 

unoccupied.   While the addition of fine dining and some decent medical facilities is attractive it seems ill advised 

to locate it near a 2-lane bridge and Marinas that can be quite congested at times.  Addition of traffic light (s) 

would only add to this potential problem.  Has there been an environmental impact study done?  If so, where is 

it published?   What are the plans to deal with the amount of traffic and congestion the project will likely 

generate.  Has a traffic study been initiated?   What does Dominion Power think about the addition of more 

docks so close to the others?  Have the adjoining Property Owners and Subdivisions been consulted on this or 

just expected to react to notes published in newspapers we don’t subscribe to?  I know many of the current full-

time residents and taxpayers are not supportive of what appears to be a rushed process.  I respectfully ask that 

Warren County authorities insure that all voices are heard on this a published in an appropriate form.  Littleton 

Ron Skow:  Requested that a brief summary of the commissioners’ trip to DC be provided to the 

citizens of the county. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Hunt, which was seconded by Commissioner Pierce and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Minutes of March 2020 meetings were adopted: 

 
 March 9, 2020 regular monthly meeting 

March 15, 2020 Emergency Joint meeting with Board of Education 

 

On motion of Commissioner Hunt, which was seconded by Commissioner Pierce and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Tax Collector’s Report for February 2020 was accepted as presented for 

Board’s information in accordance with NCGS 105-350: 
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On motion of Commissioner Hunt, which was seconded by Commissioner Pierce and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Tax Release Requests over $100 were approved, in accordance with NCGS 105-381 

“Taxpayer’s Remedies” 
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County Manager approved Tax Releases Under $100 were presented for Board’s information: 

 
 

On motion of Commissioner Hunt, which was seconded by Commissioner Pierce and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Resolution - National Library Week April 19-25, 2020 was adopted: 
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On motion of Commissioner Hunt, which was seconded by Commissioner Pierce and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, “Resolution Supporting the Acquisition and Development of the Rail 

Corridors Referred to as the S-Line and SA-Line for the Benefits of Improved Passenger Rail, 

Improved Freight Movement, Improved Commuting Options and Economic Development,” was 

adopted.  Chairman Davis was authorized to sign resolution. 

 
 



495 
 

 

 
 

On motion of Commissioner Hunt, which was seconded by Commissioner Pierce and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Board of Elections Report of 2020 Primary Election was accepted as information 

only. 
 

On motion of Commissioner Hunt, which was seconded by Commissioner Pierce and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Resolution Supporting the Goals and Ideals of National Public Safety 

Telecommunicators Week April 12-18, 2020 was adopted: 
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COUNTY MANAGER UPDATES   by:  Vincent Jones 

 

Emergency Services Update COVID-19 by Dr. Brake, Health Director and Dennis Paschall, EM 

Director: 

 
Coronavirus Update April 6, 2020                                                   Dr. Margaret Brake, Health Director 

Warren County Health Department 

 

The Warren County Health Department continues to work in partnership with the NC Department of Health 

and Human Services and our local team to address COVID-19 response in Warren County.  

      Here is the COVID-19 daily report for Warren County as of 4:30pm on 4/6/2020: 

• 3 known confirmed cases 

• 41 known residents have been tested 

• 38 known negative results 

• 0 known results pending 

- Community spread means people are getting sick with Coronavirus and don't know the source of their 

infection (even more reason to be diligent in prevention efforts). It is also very likely that some infected 

people are not aware that they have COVID-19.  Evidence from the CDC suggests that some people could 

be infectious even before they develop symptoms. Because we can’t actually know for sure who has it and 

who doesn’t, the safest approach would be to assume that anyone might have it and use the recommended 

precautions.  

        Preventive measures include frequently washing your hands with soap and water for at least 20 

seconds; staying home when you are sick; covering your coughs and sneezes with a tissue and discarding 

the tissue immediately; avoiding touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands; social 

distancing at least 6 ft away from others; and, disinfecting frequently touched surfaces and objects.  

        As of this past Friday, the CDC also recommends wearing a cloth face covering to cover your nose and 

mouth when you are out in community settings such as grocery stores and pharmacies. This is to protect 

people around you if you are infected and do not have symptoms. People who should not wear face 

coverings: Children under 2 years old, anyone who has trouble breathing as well as anyone who is 

incapacitated or unable to remove the face covering without assistance. Even with wearing a cloth face 

covering, residents should still use social distancing and staying away from others as much as possible.  

        If you think you may have been exposed to COVID-19 and develop a fever and respiratory symptoms, 

such as cough or shortness of breath, call your healthcare provider for medical advice first. If you do not 

have a healthcare provider, contact the Warren County Health Department at 252-257-1185. If you are 

experiencing a medical emergency, please call “911.” 

People who are mildly ill with COVID-19 are able to recover at home, according to the CDC. 

- Symptoms of Coronavirus:  Fever – Cough - Shortness of breath 

- What to do if you are experiencing symptoms 

• call your doctor 

• if symptoms are mild stay at home to avoid potentially exposing others 

• no treatment is available currently to treat mild symptoms, a test result would not change the course 

of recovery for mild cases 

• more severe symptoms, such as shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, chest discomfort, altered 

thinking, cyanosis (blue lips), necessitate in-person care; if calling 911 in such cases please advise 

the dispatcher of all symptoms so that EMS responds with the appropriate gear 
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- What the health department's role is for positive cases 

• contact tracing  

• isolation and quarantine orders  

• checking in with positive persons  

• determining when a case has recovered and isolation orders can be lifted (7 days after the onset of 

symptoms AND 72 hours after symptom improvement without fever reducing medications) 

       Take care of ourselves physically and mentally. This is a stressful time for us all. Reach out to family 

members and friends via phone calls, Facetime or other videoconferencing. If you need to speak to a mental 

health professional call Cardinal Innovations Healthcare 24/7 Information Line at 1-800-939-5911. Also, 

Freedom House Recovery Center is located in downtown Warrenton. Their number is (252) 879-0091 

       We all can do our part to stop the spread of COVID-19 in our county. Please stay at home and follow 

the recommended public health guidance. You may call the health department at (252) 257-1185 if you have 

questions or concerns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dennis Paschall, EM Director (full reports are on file with Clerk to the Board of Commissioners):   
On January 31, 2020 the Health and Human Services Secretary declared the event a domestic public health 
emergency. On March 10th, 2020, Governor Cooper declared a State of Emergency for North Carolina. On 
March 11th, 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared COVID-19 to be a pandemic. On March 13th, 
2020 the White House declared the COVID-19 outbreak a National Emergency and Warren County declared a 
State of Emergency on March 15, 2020.  
         Today’s Operation Period – Is the 22nd day   - Since the County’s declared of a State of Emergency  
          In earlier March 2020, the County Manager held an initial meeting with the Health Department Director 
and Emergency Services Director for a briefing on the current activities in the respective Departments related 
to Covid-19. From that original meeting a Covid-19 Task Force was initiated in the preparedness of a potential 
Covid-19 Pandemic.   
          Several Critical Key Points- Covid-19 Task Force: 
         *Public Health was to be lead County Department, under the auspices of Dr. Margaret Brake, Health 
Director, with the Emergency Services Director serving as the Incident Commander.   
          *Communications via Social, Print, Media in sharing credible accurate information with Key 
Stakeholders and the Community.  The Warren County Web site was updated to ease access to Covid-19 
pertinent information in one central location. Establishment of a local Covid-19 call center during office 
hours.  
         ~ Monitoring the county employees and public concern by managing information and distribution of 
timely messaging to the county employee’s, public and media. 
*Emergency Services Was Task With: 
         ~ Developing a volunteer resource list to support Critical Mission Events, ongoing  
         ~ Coordinate the procurement in the acquisition and distribution of Personnel Protective Equipment, 
Cleaning  
             Products, To County Departments and Other Entities, Ongoing (Assisted by EMS, Buildings/ Grounds, 
Public Works) 
         ~ Implementation of a weekly Covid-19 briefing format to the Warren County Emergency Management 
Team, Ongoing 
        ~ Donations Management - Partnering with local, Warrenton- based food bank (Loaves and Fishes) to 
assist in Expanding their services during this pandemic, ongoing (Assisted by the County Managers Office) 
       ~Coordination of Transportation Entities, Ongoing (Assisted by Public Works) 
March 16, 2020 Emergency Management held a Covid-19 Briefing in conjunction with the support of the 
County Manager and Health Director that was well represented by County Department, Municipalities, 
School System, Fire and KARTS.  (Thirty-one 31 participants.)  
        The Warren County Operations Plan (EOP) was adopted in June 2017.  Within the EOP there are 
identifiable Emergency Support Functions (ESF) to provide the structure for coordinating Covid-19 
interagency support 
 

 

 

On motion of Commissioner Pierce, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Health Insurance Plan Design and Open Enrollment FY 2020-2021 process 

was approved with telemedicine added to County employee benefits. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Pierce, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Warren County Government Day celebration scheduled for May 2, 2020, 

was postponed to a later date. 

CURRENT WEATHER:         EOC OPS: YES         

SITUATION REPORT Board of 

Commissioners - COVID-19 
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On motion of Commissioner Hunt, which was seconded by Commissioner Pierce and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Resolution Authorizing the Participation in the North Carolina Health 

Insurance Pool with Gallagher Insurance, Risk Management & Consulting for FY 2020-2021, 

was approved. 

 

 
 



499 
 

 

On motion of Commissioner Hunt, which was seconded by Commissioner Pierce and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Amendment #13 to the FY 2019-20 Warren County Budget Ordinance was 

adopted: 

 
Public Utilities Department presented:  Pinnacle Shores Subdivision a newly developed area of northern 

Warren County located in Hawtree Township, currently has 88 newly developed lots on beautiful Lake 

Gaston that are now available for new home construction.  In an attempt to provide quality living for the 

new home owners, the developer of Pinnacle Shores had foresight to develop the subdivision with a Public 

Water Supply in the State of North Carolina which is required by general statue to be operated and 

maintained by a system operator certified and licensed by the State of North Carolina. In order to be 

compliant with the state, the developer is willing to convey the newly constructed water system to Warren 

County where it will become a Warren County asset as part of Warren County’s Water and Sewer District 

II.   As outlined in the proposed conveyance deed, the water system and all associated revenues of The 

Pinnacle Shores water system, shall become Warren County’s.  

 

Recommended by Public Utilities staff with the Warren County attorney’s approval, that the Warren 

County Board of Commissioners acting as the governing body of Warren County Water and Sewer 

District II execute the presented Conveyance Deed. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Pierce, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Pinnacle Shores Conveyance Deed was approved by Warren County Board 

of Commissioners acting as the governing body of Warren County Water and Sewer District II.  

Chairman Davis was authorized to sign same.  
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On motion of Commissioner Pierce, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Remote Participation Policy for Meetings of the Warren County Board of 

Commissioners was adopted, Chairman Davis was authorized to sign policy. 
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On motion of Commissioner Hunt, which was seconded by Commissioner Pierce and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, April 15, 2020 Commissioners Work Session Meeting was cancelled. 

 

Chairman Davis made a statement of encouragement to the public regarding community 

response to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  An amendment to the March 15, 2020 State of Emergency 

establishing a curfew, effective April 8, 2020 at 9:00 pm was presented for board’s consideration. 
 

On motion of Commissioner Pierce, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, curfew effective date was changed to Thursday, April 9, 2020 at 9:00 pm. 
 

On motion of Commissioner Pierce, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Warren County Declaration of a Local State of Emergency Addendum to Endorse 

Stay-At-Home Order and to Enact a Public Safety Curfew (Daily 9pm-6am) Beginning April 9, 2020 in 

an Effort to Mitigate Threat and Spread of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID -19) Pandemic Within 

Warren County, NC was adopted. 
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UPDATES FROM BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

 Pierce – mentioned April’s County Government Month, theme ‘Counties Matter’. 

 

Davis – stated ‘hats off to County Manager Jones and his staff, recognized local 

newspaper, WARR Radio, health care workers, EMS, law enforcement. We’re going to 

get through this, we will stay on top.’ 

 

 County Attorney Kingsberry thanked everyone for their efforts during his time of bereavement. 

 

With no further business to discuss and on motion of Commissioner Pierce which was seconded 

by Commissioner Hunt, the April 6, 2020 meeting was adjourned at 7:20 pm. 

 

 

        
 
        
 


