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WARREN COUNTY
FALSE ALARM ORDINANCE

Title:

This chapter shall be known and may be cited and referred to as “The Warren
County Alarm Systems Regulations.”

Purpose:

The purpose of this ordinance is to establish regulations governing alarm systems
requiring response thereto by or through the Warren County E-911 Communications
Center. The terms of this ordinance shall not prohibit alarm companies from providing
service by private source to other offices within the geographical boundaries of the
County of Warren.

Applicability:

The provisions of this ordinance shall apply to all unincorporated portions of Warren
County and to those incorporated municipalities which have entered into an agreement
with Warren County for its communications center to dispatch personnel to respond to
alarms within that municipality pursuant to NCGS 153A-122.

Alarm Responses:

(a) The Warren County Fire Departments, Warren County Emergency Services, Warren
County Sheriff’s Department, Warrenton Police Department and Norlina Police
Department will provide a maximum of two (2) free false alarm responses to any
alarm user within any calendar year. Thereafter, an alarm response charge, as
approved by the Warren County Board of Commissioners, shall be charged for any
alarm response in excess of the two (2) fire alarm responses.

Exclusions:

(a) For the purpose of computing the number of alarm responses, an alarm
shall not include an alarm that is:

(1) Determined to have been activated by adverse weather conditions as reported
by the Warren County Emergency Services Director or as reported by the
National Weather Service or the investigating responding agency; or

(2) Activated by an outside animal; or

(3) Activated by an electrical power outage to the electric meter on the building
housing the activated alarm system, provided that the alarm user shall provide
proof of the electrical outage within five (5) business days of the alarm
response; or
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(4) An alarm where there is physical evidence of a fire, unauthorized entry,
robbery or other crime having been committed at the premises where the
alarm was activated; or

(5) A local alarm activated during alarm system testing procedures shall not be

considered an alarm for the purpose of computing alarm responses, if the
alarm user first notifies the Warren County E-911 Communication Center of
the alarm testing.
(b) Any determination by an alarm responder that alarm activation was not one of the
exclusions herein may be appealed to the Warren County Fire Marshal within seventy-
two (72) hours. The decision of the County Fire Marshal shall be final.

Prohibited acts:

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to activate an alarm for the purpose of summoning
either law enforcement department or fire department assistance when no fire,
burglary, robbery, or any other crime dangerous to life, is being committed or
attempted on the premises or otherwise to cause an alarm response where there is no
valid basis for causing the same.

(b) 1t shall be unlawful for an alarm user to fail to reimburse Warren County, in
accordance with Exclusions Section (b) of this ordinance, for alarm response(s)
through the Warren County E-911 Communication Center.

Enforcement of violations:

(a) All violations of this ordinance, including failure to pay the fees imposed herein
within fourteen (14) days following notice that said fees are due, shall subject the
offender to a civil penalty in the nature of a debt. Such civil penalties may be
recovered by the County of Warren in a civil action in the nature of a debt, pursuant to
North Carolina General Statue 153A-123(c).

(b) Effective on the date of this ordinance, all alarm users shall begin with a zero (0)
number of responses for purposes of Exclusions Section (a).

Severability:

If any provision of this ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid,
such provision shall be deemed severable.

Miscellaneous:

(a) The alarm user, upon being notified that the alarm system has been experiencing an
excessive number of false alarms or has in some way become defective, shall have the
alarm system inspected and repaired by a qualified individual or company so as to
correct any malfunction, restore the system to proper function, and shall thereafter
notify the Warren County E-911 Communication Center when the necessary repairs \
have been completed
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Effective Date:

This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the 16th day of February,
2009.

Adoption:

Duly adopted by the Warren County Board of Commissioners on this the 2nd day of
February, 2009.

/s/ Barry Richardson
Barry Richardson, Chairman
Board of Warren County Commissioners

RESOLUTION TO BE CONSIDERED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS:

Upon motion by Eenesd Fleam s, and seconded by L4 = <ses P\Ag; the
following resolution was unanimously Zipproved

RESOLVED, those alarm users exceeding the maximum number of false

alarms allowed pursuant to the terms of the Warren County Alarm Systems Regulations
shall pay the following sums for the benefit of the County and Municipalities’ Public
Safety Agencies:

(a) For alarm response numbers three (3) through five (5) the sum of $50.00 each.
(b) For alarm response numbers six (6) or more, the sum of $100.00 each.

The appropriate Warren County personnel are authorized and directed to institute

appropriate civil actions to recover alarm response charges due pursuant to this resolution
with all court costs and service fees to be taxed against the debtor.

| endme%dopted this 6 day of April, 2009.

Chamn , Board of Col

“Clerk to the\goard Q

Amended this may of ,4.[)0\/ . 2009.





