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MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING HELD BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR THE COUNTY OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY COURTHOUSE ON JULY 10, 2007 AT 10:00 AM.
The meeting of the Board of County Commissioners was called to order by Chairman Clinton G. Alston.  Other Commissioners present:  Ernest Fleming, William "Bill" Davis, Barry Richardson, and Ulysses S. Ross.  Others in attendance:  Linda T. Jones, County Manager, Michael A. Williams, County Attorney and Barry Mayo, Finance Director.

 
Plaques for outstanding Warren County High School students were presented by Chairman Alston for recognition of:  Class of 2007 Valedictorian -Ms Samantha Ann-Lucilla Ayscue (absent) and Class of 2007 Salutatorian - Mr. James Craig Fields (present)

Warren County High School graduates nominated for the NC Association of Black County Officials (NCABCO) Scholarship were:  Chalis D. Sledge (present), James Craig Fields (present), and Bryson DeWitt Boyd (absent)

A Moment of silence was followed by Citizens' Comments:

Dolores Clark, Historic Interpreter - in the process of renovating to historic standards a home built in 1890 in the Norlina area; spoke in reference to the Department Of Transporation Tower proposed for Manson/Soul City area.  Ms. Clark did not see any reason the tower would interfere with the historic value of homes in the area, nor would it interfere with commerce.


E.J. Edmonds - wished good will to the Board of Commissioners and staff, he wanted to show appreciation for the County and learn & help where he could.  He also wants to unite the county and spoke against changing the time of the Board meetings, stated that citizens should attend the Commissioner's work sessions to become more informed and make their desires known.

On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly carried by unanimous vote, Suggested Agenda was amended as follows:


Added:
Agenda Item 9-D - Appoint Commissioner to the DSS Board of Directors


Agenda Item 13-D - Award Construction Contract I, for Warren County Water 



and Sewer District III, Phase II to low bidder, Herring-Rivenbark.


Agenda Item 13-E - Award Construction Contract II, for Warren County Water 



and Sewer District II, Phase II to low bidder Herring-Rivenbark, Inc.


Agenda Item 13-F - Award Construction Contract III, for Warren County 



Water and Sewer District III, Phase II to low bidder, Phoenix Fabricators

Deleted:  Closed Session

On motion of Commissioner Ross which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly carried by unanimous vote, July 10, 2007 Suggested Agenda was adopted as amended.

On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item # 5-A - June 2007 minutes were approved:

June 4, 2007
-  Regular Board Meeting


June 11, 2007
- Budget Public Hearing, and 


June 25, 2007
- Budget Special Meeting
On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item # 5-B - May 2007, Interest Income Report, was approved:
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On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item # 5-C - May 2007, Tax Collector's Report, was approved:
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On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item # 5-D Request for Approval of Tax Releases over $100 was approved:
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Request for Tax Releases under $100, approved by County Manager were presented for Board's information:
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On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly carried by unanimous vote, Employee Performance Bond for Tax Administrator, Eddie Mitchum was approved with a fee of $200 for the period July 10, 2007 to July 10, 2008.

Having held a required public hearing on Monday, July 10, 2007 at 9:45 am in the Warren County Courthouse, approval of the 2007-08 Rural Operating Assistance Program (ROAP) Funding was presented for consideration by DSS Director Henry Hayes.
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried by unanimous vote, 2007-08 Rural Operating Assistance Program (ROAP) Funding Plan was approved.


EDTAP  





$ 64,718

Work First Transitional/Employment 



Transportation Assistance Program 

$ 10,496

RGP Program





$ 51,638

Total Allocation for FY 2007-08


$127,033

James Bennett of Energy Systems Group presented the results of the completed county Energy Audit.  If recommendations are approved, the county could see savings equivalent enough to pay for new construction.  Mr. Bennett presented a proposed timeline for Board adoption and noted that adoption of same would not commit the county to any financial liability.

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly carried by unanimous vote, Energy Assessment Timeline presented by Energy Systems Group was adopted with no financial obligations associated with same.
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On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried by unanimous vote, it was ordered to appoint Warrenton Police Chief John Thomas Younts to the Juvenile Crime Prevention Council (JCPC) in accordance with State mandate.
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly carried by unanimous vote, it was ordered to re-appoint Wadie Ryan to a 2nd term on the Library Board of Trustees.  Term expires June 2010.

On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried by unanimous vote, it was ordered to re-appoint Susan Thompson to a 4th term on the Library Board of Trustees.  Term expires June 2010.

On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly carried by unanimous vote, it was ordered to appoint Mildred Stewart Johnson to a 1st term on the Library Board of Trustees.  Term expires June 2010.

Tabled from the June 4, 2007 meeting, it was requested by Kenneth Hawkins that Chairman Alston serve on Kerr Tar COG board as designee for KPH Paving and Landscaping, Inc a private business.  Because Mr. Hawkins' work is mostly outside of Warren County he preferred to correspond with the Chairman to relay his opinions to the committee.

On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly carried, it was ordered to appoint Chairman Clinton G. Alston as Kerr Tar COG board designee for KPH Paving and Landscaping, Inc. a private business.

Votes were as follows:

Ayes:  Ross, Davis, Fleming and Alston




Nay:  Richardson

Motion carried, Chairman Clinton G. Alston was appointed as Kerr Tar COG board designee for KPH Paving and Landscaping, Inc. a private business.
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried by unanimous vote, it was ordered to re-appoint Chairman Clinton G. Alston to the Department of Social Services Board of Directors for the term July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2010.
State Highway Patrol Representatives, Major Wellington Scott, Captain Alan Melvin and Network Specialist Harold Meacombs of the Technical Services Unit and Warren County Trooper Burke Brooks appeared before the Board in response to questions regarding the proposed construction of a VIPER 490 ft self support Lattice Tower in the Soul City area of Warren County.  The Tower will serve to connect parts of the county on a greater level to enable interoperability between various emergency response agencies during local, statewide or national situations.  Construction of the tower at no cost to the county, lays the ground work for 800 megahertz capabilities in the future.  This item was tabled from the June 25, 2007 special meeting.

Emergency Management Director Christopher Wright and Sheriff Johnny Williams, stated that building the tower will aid with emergency response communications, especially in those areas where communication is lacking. Requested the Board support the project.

On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly carried, the State Highway Patrol was requested to provide connectivity study showing minimum height requirement to create blanket coverage for the county.

Votes were as follows: 
Ayes:  Fleming and Davis





Nays:  Ross, Alston and Richardson

Motion did not carry.

On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and duly carried, it was ordered to extend support for construction of the State Highway Patrol’s VIPER Tower in Soul City.

Votes were as follows: 
Ayes:  Ross and Richardson

Nays:  Alston, Fleming and Davis

Motion did not carry.

Commissioner Davis made a motion to request response from State Highway Patrol regarding request to provide connectivity study showing minimum height requirement to create blanket coverage for the county.

Motion died for lack of a second.

Commissioner Ross made a motion to table construction of Highway Patrol VIPER Tower to the August 2007 regular Board meeting.

Motion died for lack of a second.

Chairman Alston called a 15 minute recess at 11:45 am.  Meeting was reconvened at 12:05 pm.

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly carried, Proposal Letter and Change Order for preparation of a Soil and Erosion Control Plan related to the Ephraim Place Community Development Block Grant Housing project was approved.  The cost of the Engineering Design Services as outlined in the Plan was estimated at $2,300.

Votes were as follows: 
Ayes:  Alston, Ross, Fleming and Richardson

Nay:  Davis

Motion carried Proposal Letter and Change Order for preparation of a Soil and Erosion Control Plan related to the Ephraim Place Community Development Block Grant Housing project was approved with cost of the Engineering Design Services as outlined in the Plan estimated at $2,300.

Personnel matters were presented as follows:

*
Salary adjustment for Interim Cooperative Extension Service Director – Margaret Bullock, $2,500 annual supplement from Warren County to match the State’s
supplement in the same amount.

* 
Library Director Position offer to Linda Sue Loper on recommendation of Personnel Committee, at salary of $60,000, effective 7/16/07.

* 
Veterans Administrator position offer to James Holloway on recommendation of the Personnel Committee, at salary of $37,000, effective 7/16/07.

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried by unanimous vote, on recommendation from the County Manager, salary adjustment for Interim Cooperative Extension Service Director – Margaret Bullock in the amount of $810.25 annual supplement from Warren County, was approved.  Funding source:  Lapsed salary

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly carried by unanimous vote, it was authorized to offer Library Director position to Linda Sue Loper on recommendation of Personnel Committee, at salary of $60,000, effective 7/16/07.

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly carried by unanimous vote, it was authorized to offer Veterans Administrator position to James Holloway on recommendation of the Personnel Committee, at salary of $37,000, effective 7/16/07.

On motion of Commissioner Richardson which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly carried by unanimous vote, levying System Development Fees and establishing policy for residential and commercial developers to pay for expansion and preservation of water system supplies:  $250 – connection fee, $250 – lot fee, $50 – hydrant fee, was adopted.  (Policy and fees will be incorporated into the Subdivision Ordinance.)

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly carried by unanimous vote, Fire Hydrant Use Policies & Procedures as presented by Public Utilities Director, Macon Robertson, were adopted.

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried by unanimous vote, Fire Hydrant Use Policies and Procedures were adopted effective August 1, 2007.

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly carried by unanimous vote, Progress Energy Right-of-Way Easement for Water and Sewer District III, Phase II Project in Judkins Township, .22 acres described in deed from Glenn R. St.Clair and wife, Mary C. St.Clair, Deed Book 833, page 242-243, was approved for execution.

On motion of Commissioner Richardson which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly carried by unanimous vote, Progress Energy Right-of-Way Easement for Water and Sewer District III, Phase II Project in Judkins Township, .3.82 acres described in deed from Clyde E. Smith and wife, Vivian M. Smith, Deed Book 833, page 246-247, was approved for execution.

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly carried by unanimous vote, Construction Contract I, for Warren County Water and Sewer District III, Phase II was awarded to low bidder, Herring-Rivenbark at $7,307,050.40, subject to final approval by County Attorney.

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly carried by unanimous vote, Construction Contract II, for Warren County Water and Sewer District III, Phase II was awarded to low bidder, Herring-Rivenbark at $383,105.25, subject to final approval by County Attorney.

On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly carried by unanimous vote, Construction Contract III, for Warren County Water and Sewer District III, Phase II was awarded to low bidder, Phoenix Fabricators at $547,417, subject to final approval by County Attorney.

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly carried by unanimous vote, Warren County Sheriff’s Office was authorized to use property on Rafter’s Lane for storage as needed.

On motion of Commissioner Richardson which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly carried by unanimous vote, the following property was declared surplus and authorized to sale by auction:

1993 Chevy Caprice Classic – vin # 1G1BL537XPW116912 from Bus Garage

2001 Ford Crown Victoria – vin # 2FAFP71WO1X126854 from Maintenance Parking Lot

1995 Chevy Caprice – vin # 1G1B152P5SR147090 from Maintenance Parking Lot

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly carried by unanimous vote, Lease Agreement between County of Warren and Employment Security Commission, effective October 1, 2007 through September 30, 2008 for $684.17 monthly fee, for office space at 309 N. Main Street, Room 123, Warrenton was approved.

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly carried, 2008 Warren County Holiday Schedule was adopted as follows:


January 1, 2008


New Years Day


January 21, 2008


Martin L Kings Birthday


March 21, 2008


Good Friday


May 26, 2008



Memorial Day


July 4, 2008



Independence Day


September 1, 2008


Labor Day


November 11, 2008


Veteran’s Day


November 27 & 28, 2008

Thanksgiving


December 24, 25 & 26, 2008

Christmas

On motion of Commissioner Fleming which was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and duly carried by unanimous vote, Vice-Chairman Ulysses S. Ross was appointed as Voting Delegate to the NC Association of County Commissioners (NCACC) August 16-19, 2007 Annual Conference.

On motion of Commissioner Richardson which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly carried by unanimous vote, County Manager’s June Status Report was adopted as follows:

Administration:

· Prepared for and attended Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting and Budget Work Session (6/4/07)

· Attended and conducted meeting of the Armory Renovation Committee (6/7/07)

· Meeting with Wayne Brown, of BB&T Liability to discuss county’s property and liability insurance policy (6/7/07)

· Meeting with Atty. Michael Williams to discuss county legal matters (6/7/07)

· Participated in Librarian Interviews (6/8/07)

· Meeting with Dennis Gayles and Cindy Holmes to discuss county’s juvenile justice and delinquency prevention programs (6/11/07)

· Prepared for and attended Board of Commissioner Budget Public Hearing (6/11/07)

· Meeting with Architects for the new Library to review construction drawings (6/12/07)

· Meeting with Senior Center staff and Kerr-Tar COG staff to begin discussion of Senior Center’s request to become a county department (6/13/07)

· Meeting with Atty. William Bulfer to discuss St.Sing auto accident liability suit (6/13/07)

· Participated in Veterans Administrator Interviews (6/14/07)

· Meeting with Interim Health Director and Others to discuss Health Department matters (6/14/07)

· Prepared for and attended Finance Committee meeting (6/15/07)

· Meeting with Earl Evans and Angelena Kearney-Dunlap to discuss 2005 Scattered Sites CDBG Project (6/19/07)

· Prepared for and attended Board of Commissioners Budget Work Session (6/20/07)

· Meeting with 5-County Mental Health Consultant and Others to discuss mental health system problems and solutions (6/21/07)

· Participated in Planning Director interviews (6/22/07)

· Prepared for and attended Board of Commissioners Special Meeting to Adopt the FY 08 Budget (6/25/07)

· Attended Transportation Planning Meeting (6/26/07)

· Attended Kerr-Lake Regional Water Advisory Committee Meeting (6/27/07)

· Meeting with Chris Wright and Dennis Paschall to discuss EMS matters (6/27/07)

· Attended Kerr-Karr HUB Advisory Board Meeting (6/28/07)

· Conducted Department Heads Meeting (6/28/07)

· Meeting with Armory Renovation Community Outreach Sub-committee (6/28/07)

· Attended Kerr-Tar COG Board Meeting (6/28/07)

· Meeting with Rick Seekins, Barry Phillips and Warren County’s HUB delegation to discuss Warren County’s cost model (6/29/07)

Activities
Attended Healthy Carolinians Annual Meeting & Luncheon (6/26/07)

With no further business to discuss and on motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross, the July 10, 2007 Board of Commissioners meeting was adjourned.








   /s/ Angelena Kearney-Dunlap










Angelena Kearney-Dunlap

    Clerk to the Board
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