
 

MINUTES FROM A PUBLIC HEARING FOR 2008 COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT SCATTERED SITES HOUSING 
PROGRAM HELD BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
FOR THE COUNTY OF WARREN IN THE WARREN COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE, COURTROOM  # 202  ON APRIL 7, 2008 AT 9:45 AM. 
 
The Public Hearing was called to order by Chairman Clinton G. Alston.  Other Commissioners 
present:  William "Bill" Davis, Ernest Fleming, Barry Richardson and Ulysses S. Ross. Others in 
attendance:  Linda T. Worth, County Manager. 
 
Notice of public hearing was read by the Clerk to the Board.  There were no citizen comments. 
 
Dera Adair, CDBG Grant Administrator with Kerr-Tar Regional Council of Governments gave a 
brief overview of the Community Development Block Grant Program. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, the Public Hearing was adjourned at 9:55 am. 
 
 
           /s/   Angelena Kearney-Dunlap  
             Angelena Kearney 
 
 
MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING HELD BY THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR THE COUNTY OF 
WARREN IN THE COUNTY COURTHOUSE ON APRIL 7, 2008 AT 10:00 
AM. 
 
 
The Regular Meeting was called to order by Chairman Clinton G. Alston.  Other Commissioners 
present:  William "Bill" Davis, Ernest Fleming, Barry Richardson and Ulysses S. Ross. Others in 
attendance:  Linda T. (Jones) Worth, County Manager, Barry Mayo, Finance Officer and 
Michael Williams, County Attorney. 
 
A moment of silence was observed, followed by Outstanding Recognitions as follows: 
 
Presentation of "Resolution for Outstanding Recognition to Warren County Soil & Water 
Conservation Office Personnel" 
 

 

RESOLUTION  IN  RECOGNITION 
 

Warren County Soil & Water Conservation 
District Office Personnel 

 
 WHEREAS, a community's health depends greatly on the environment; and 
 WHEREAS, natural resources are precious and difficult if not impossible to replenish; 
and 
 WHEREAS, the citizens of Warren County desire and deserve outstanding management 
of the environment, natural and farmland resources; and 
 WHEREAS, Warren County is posed to meet future challenges through its Soil & Water 
Conservation District Office. 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE RESOLVED by the Warren County Board of Commissioners 
that it recognizes, commends and supports the Warren County Soil & Water Conservation 
District Office and Robert Brown, District Conservationist in receiving statewide recognition 
through the "Conservation-Our Purpose, Our Passion Program". 
 IT IS FURTHER RECOGNIZED that Mr. Brown is one of the first  NRCS employees in 
North Carolina to receive such an honor. 
 Adopted this    7th day of April, 2008  . 
 



 

2006-07 Center for Sustainable Communities Award given to Warren, Vance, Franklin and 
Granville counties for the Kerr-Tar Hub project was presented by Chairman Alston.  The crystal 
figurine is housed at Kerr Tar COG office. 
 
There were no citizen comments. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, April 7, 2008 Suggested Agenda was adopted as presented. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 5A, Minutes of March 10, 2008 and April 2, 
2008 meetings were adopted: 
 

March 10, 2008: Public Hearing – Rezoning Request from Rebecca Walker 
 Public Hearing - Rezoning Request from Paul Mickelsen 
 Public Hearing - Proposed Ordinance Regulating Open Burning 
 Regular Board Meeting 
April 2, 2008: Public Hearing - Proposed Abandoned Mobile Home Ordinance 
 Public Hearing - Proposed Room Occupancy Tax 

 
On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 5B, Interest Income Report for February 2008 
was approved: 
 

 

 
 
On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, Tax Collector's Report for February 2008, was approved: 
 



 

 

 
On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, Tax Releases over $100 were approved as follows: 
 

 

 



 

County Manager approved releases under $100 were presented for Board's information: 
 

 
 

 
 
On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, April 12-16, 2008 was declared "County Government Week" by 
resolution. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, April 26-May 4, 2008 was declared "Soil & Water Stewardship 
Week" by resolution. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, Amendment # 8 to the Warren County Budget Ordinance FY 07-08 
was adopted: 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, An Ordinance Regulating Open Burning was adopted by majority 
vote upon its second reading: 

AN ORDINANCE 
REGULATING OPEN BURNING 

 
 WHEREAS, the North Carolina General Assembly, pursuant to NCGS. § 153A-121, a county may by 
ordinance define, regulate, prohibit, or abate acts, omissions, or conditions detrimental to the 
health, safety, or welfare of its citizens and the peace and dignity of the county; 
 WHEREAS, at certain times of the year, due to dry weather conditions, it is for the benefit, 
safety and welfare of the citizens of Warren County that setting and burning of open fires be banned 
within 100 feet of a structure. 
 WHEREAS, in furtherance of the public's health, safety and welfare it is necessary to regulate 
open burning in Warren County where State Regulations are otherwise inadequate. 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Warren County Board of Commissioners:  
 

ARTICLE I 
 Purpose and Authority 

 
 Section 1:  In conjunction with the North Carolina Forest Service burning ban the Warren County 
Fire Marshal's Office shall issue a burning ban of all-open burning within 100 feet of a structure and 
all fires shall be extinguished immediately. 
 Section 2:  A burning ban on outdoor burning within 100 feet of a structure may be issued by the 
Warren County Fire Marshal's Office in the event of hazardous forest fire conditions or air pollution 
episodes. 
 Section 3:  Local conditions that may warrant a burning ban include, but are not limited to; 

1. Flammable and/or combustible liquid spills or leaks close to a burning site. 
2. A hazardous materials incident where the proximity of the burn site could cause a 

possible ignition source or prove hazardous to operations controlling the incident. 
3.   The proximity of adjacent structures or other such hazards. 

 Section 4:  Any burning ban issued by the Warren County Fire Marshal's Office shall be repealed 
in the same manner. 
 Section 5:  Illegal fires, nuisance burning, and fires when burning bans are in effect or all other 
fires that fall under this ordinance, the North Carolina Fire Prevention Code and any applicable State 
regulations shall be extinguished immediately. 

ARTICLE 2 
Extinguishment of Fires 

 
 Section 1:  The Warren County Fire Marshal or authorized representative has the authority to 
order the extinguishment or to extinguish any fire that violates this ordinance. 
 Section 2:  The responding fire department, Fire Chief, or Officer in Charge has the authority to 
order the extinguishment or to extinguish any fire that violates this ordinance. 
 Section 3:  The Sheriff of Warren County has the authority to order the extinguishment of any 
fire that violates this ordinance. 

ARTICLE 3 
Obstruction of Operations 

 
 No person shall obstruct the extinguishment of any fire that violates this ordinance when burning 
bans are in effect or disobey any lawful command of the Warren County Fire Marshal or authorized 
representative, Fire Chief or Officer in Charge or the Sheriff of Warren County. 
 

ARTICLE 4 
Enforcement and Penalties 

 
 Section 1 - Violation:  It shall be unlawful for any person to violate or fail to comply with any of 
the provisions of this Ordinance.  Each violation shall constitute a separate offense. 
 Section 2 - Penalties:  Enforcement may be by any one (1) or a combination of the following 
methods and the institution of an action under these methods shall not relieve any party from any 
other criminal or civil proceeding prescribed for violations: 
 A. Warning Citation:  A warning citation may be issued for first offense. 



 

 B. Criminal Offense:  A violation of this Ordinance shall constitute a misdemeanor offense as 
provided by N. C. G. S. § 14-4. 
 C. Civil Penalty:  Any act constituting a violation shall subject the offender to a civil penalty in 
the amount of $100.00.  The civil penalty must be paid within thirty (30) days from the issuance of the 
citation.  Failure to pay the penalty in the prescribed time shall subject the offender to a civil action in 
the nature of debt for the stated penalty together with the cost of the action, including attorney fees, 
to be taxed by the court. 
 Section 3 - Enforcement:  The criminal or civil proceeding shall be enforced by the Warren 
County Fire Marshal or authorized representative or the Sheriff of Warren County. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of Commissioners of Warren County hereby 
adopt the Ordinance Regulating Open Burning.  
  Adopted this the 7th day of April 2008. 
 
Votes were as follows: Ayes: Fleming, Ross, Davis & Richardson 
    Nay: Alston 
 
Motion carried, "An Ordinance Regulating Open Burning" was adopted by majority vote upon 
its second reading. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and 
duly carried by majority vote to approve proposed "Abandoned Manufactured Home 
Ordinance".  
 
Votes were as follows: Ayes: Ross, Fleming, & Davis 
    Nay: Richardson & Alston 
 
Motion carried, a second reading of proposed "Abandoned Manufactured Home Ordinance" was 
scheduled for May 5, 2008 regular meeting. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and 
duly carried by unanimous vote, Clarence E. Jones was appointed to fill the vacancy of the Late 
Howard Smith on the ABC Commission.  Term expires June 2010. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and 
duly carried by unanimous vote, Al Thompson, was re-appointed to the Planning Board for a 4th 
three year term, expiring March 2011. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and 
duly carried by unanimous vote, Doris Ross, was re-appointed to the Planning Board for a 3rd 
three year term, expiring March 2011. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and 
duly carried by unanimous vote, John David Williams, was re-appointed to the Planning Board 
for a  2nd three year term, expiring March 2011. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and 
duly carried by unanimous vote, Benjamin Wayne Meadows was appointed to fill the vacancy of 
the Late Howard Smith on the Economic Development Commission.  Term expires May 30, 
2009. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and 
duly carried by unanimous vote, Portia Hawes, Interim Director Coordinating Council for Senior 
Citizens was appointed to fill the vacancy of the Late French Scott on the Home & Community 
Care Block Grant Advisory Board.  Term expires March 2009. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and 
duly carried by unanimous vote, Diane Cox, Kerr Tar Aging Advisor was appointed to fill the 
vacancy of Steve Norwood on the Home & Community Care Block Grant Advisory Board.  
Term expires March 2009. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and 
duly carried by unanimous vote, James Jones, Health Director was appointed to fill the vacancy 



 

of Mildred Battle on the Home & Community Care Block Grant Advisory Board.  Term expires 
March 2009. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, Charles Jefferson was appointed to fill the vacancy of the Late Dr. 
Irene Kearney on the Home & Community Care Block Grant Advisory Board.  Term expires 
March 2009. 
 
Golden Leaf Community Assistance Program designed to help identify key issues and needs in 
the County and assist with drafting grant proposal(s) for submission to the Golden Leaf 
Foundation to address those issues, requested appointment of two (2) members from the Warren 
County Board of Commissioners to serve on a Steering Committee to review and prioritize 
projects that will have a positive impact on key issues of concern in Warren County. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, Commissioner Ernest Fleming and Chairman Clinton G. Alston were 
appointed to the Golden Leaf Community Assistance Program Steering Committee. 
 
Dennis Paschall, Emergency Medical Services Coordinator appeared before the Board of 
Commissioners to inform that EMS 2007-08 budget allocation for Halifax County EMS 
expansion in the amount of $66,175 was unused.  It was requested to transfer a portion of said 
funds ($59,000) to expand Warren County EMS services and replace obsolete equipment. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, $59,000 was transferred from Halifax EMS budget allocation to 
Warren County EMS budget to expand services and replace obsolete equipment. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, Amendment # 9 to the Warren County Budget Ordinance FY 07-08 
transferring $59,000 from Halifax EMS budget to Warren County EMS budget, was added to the 
April 7, 2008 agenda. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and 
duly carried by unanimous vote, Amendment # 9 to the Warren County Budget Ordinance FY 
07-08 was adopted: 
 

          
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried, salary adjustment for Building & Grounds Maintenance Manager for an increase from 
$48,663 to $58,442 was denied and referred to the FY 2008-09 budget process. 
 
Votes were as follows: Ayes:  Richardson, Ross & Alston 
    Nays: Fleming & Davis 
 



 

Motion carried, salary adjustment for Building & Grounds Maintenance Manager for a salary 
increase was denied and referred to the FY 2008-09 budget process. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried, salary adjustment for Utility Director for an increase from $54,998 to $58,442 was 
denied and referred to the FY 2008-09 budget process. 
 
Votes were as follows: Ayes:  Richardson, Ross & Alston 
    Nays: Fleming & Davis 
 
Motion carried, salary adjustment for Utility Director for a salary increase was denied and 
referred to the FY 2008-09 budget process. 
 
Elgin Lane, HR Manager presented a request from the Sheriff's Office, for Job Reclassification 
as follows: 

     
Motion was made by Commissioner Richardson to approve Job Reclassification request for 
Administrative Lieutenant, in the Sheriff's Office with a 10% raise.  Motion died for lack of a 
second. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly 
carried by a majority vote, Job Reclassification request for Administrative Lieutenant, in 
response to Sheriff's Office organizational structure changes was approved to amend the current 
classification and play plan and reclassify Al Kearney from Administrative Lieutenant to new 
class of Deputy Sheriff Captain. 
 
Votes were as follows: Ayes: Fleming, Davis, Alston, & Ross  
    Nay: Richardson 
Motion carried, request from the Sheriff's Office, for Job Reclassification was approved as 
follows: 

 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, March 10, 2008 approval of fee waivers for Afton-Elberon Volunteer 
Fire Department's construction of new fire station was amended as follows: 
 
 Building construction fees were waived 
 Environmental Health fees were waived 
 Fire Hydrant installation fee was referred to FY 2008-09 budget process. 
 



 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and 
duly carried by unanimous vote, Change Order # 1 for Warren County Water & Sewer System 
Project District II, Phase II, a decrease in contract price of $26,645.49, was approved. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and 
duly carried by unanimous vote, Change Order # 2 for Warren County Water & Sewer System 
Project District III, Phase II, an increase in contract price of $16,200, was approved. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming 
and duly carried by unanimous vote, designating Macon Robertson, Public Utilities Director as 
Voting Delegate to the May 13, 2008 NC Rural Water Association's Annual Meeting in 
Greensboro, NC. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and 
duly carried by unanimous vote, discussion of wireless internet access on Courthouse Square 
was referred to April 2008 Commissioner's work session. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, "Resolution Opposing Senate Bill 1309 - Fairness in PT Values/Lien 
on Mobile Home" was adopted: 

          

        

     



 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and 
duly carried by unanimous vote, Wednesday, April 16, 2008 Commissioner's work session was 
rescheduled to Tuesday, April 22, 2008. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, Monday, July 7, 2008 regular monthly meeting was rescheduled to 
Tuesday, July 8, 2008. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and 
duly carried by unanimous vote, $5,000 was allocated from Fund Balance to facilitate boundary 
surveys as follows: 
 
 $2,000  National Guard Armory 
 $3,000  Magnolia Ernest Recreation Complex, Soul City 
 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Fleming and 
duly carried by unanimous vote, County Manager's Report for March 2008 was accepted as 
follows: 

 

 
 



 

 

 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, it was ordered to enter into Closed Session in accordance with NC 
GS 143-138.11(a)3 & 6 for discussion of Personnel Matters & Attorney/Client Privileged 
Information related to Warren County  -vs- Davis & Others. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, it was ordered to return to the regular April 7, 2008 Board of 
Commissioners meeting. 
 
With no further business to discuss and on motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded 
by Commissioner Davis and duly carried, the April 7, 2008 Board of Commissioners meeting 
was adjourned. 
 
           /s/  Angelena Kearney-Dunlap   
           Angelena Kearney-Dunlap, Clerk  


