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MINUTES FROM A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING A REQUEST TO ABANDON 
AN EXISTING EASEMENT/EXTENSION OF THOROUGHFARE DRIVE IN LAKE 
GASTON ESTATES SUBDIVISION HELD BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS FOR THE COUNTY OF WARREN IN THE MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY COMMUNITY ROOM ON JULY 6, 2010 AT 9:30 AM. 
 
The Public Hearing was called to order by Chairman Barry Richardson.  Other Commissioners 
present:  William Davis, Ernest Fleming, Jennifer Jordan and Ulysses Ross.  Others in 
attendance:  County Manager Linda T. Worth, County Attorney Karlene Turrentine and Finance 
Director Barry Mayo. 
 
Notice of public hearing was read by the Clerk to the Board.  
 
Ken Krulik, Planner/Zoning Administrator gave an overview of request from Freshwater Pearl to 
abandon an existing easement/extension of Thoroughfare Drive in Lake Gaston Estates 
Subdivision.  Freshwater Pearl owns the property.  Planning Board recommends approval. 
 
Citizen comments were as follows: 
 
Erma Edmiston, President - Lake Gaston Estates Property Owners Association (LGPOA), 
(spoke in favor).  Signed an agreement with Freshwater Pearl for boat ramp and parking 
area.  Original easement set-up by Selby Benton could be relocated at anytime.  There will 
always be a road to easement because of this document.  People think there will be no access 
to boat ramp if property is turned over to Freshwater Pearl; that is not true.  Lake Gaston 
Estates Property Owners Association Board has signed unanimously to approve the request. 
 
George Pearce, Lake Gaston Estates (spoke in opposition) everything should have a vote, a 
certain amount of people have to be there in order to vote or notices should be sent out.  
When was the notice sent out?  How was the request approved, without a vote from the 
LGPOA membership?  It was done illegally.  Everyone is not for this; Freshwater Pearl did not 
do what they said they would do.  Two boats cannot pass on the driveway.  They have not 
provided parking spaces, which were supposed to be installed last year.  They have not kept 
their word. 
 
William White, Lake Gaston Estates (spoke in opposition) if you turn over right-of-way to 
Freshwater Pearl they will put a gate up and limit access to lake.  If they share with Lake 
Gaston Estates so he cannot block our access, I will agree to that. 
 
Wayne Sparks, Lake Gaston Estates property owner (opposed) adjacent to area in question. 
Freshwater Pearl cannot be trusted.  Anything that’s not in writing does not have a prayer.  
There is concern about what they intend to do.  Can’t talk about rumors, if easement is lifted 
they can block it at that point and deny Lake Gaston Estates access to their own property 
which is a downside.  There is land that would be blocked by one small area.  I am against it, 
drove down from Richmond to say so. 
 
Billy Sparkman, an owner of Freshwater Pearl.  There is lots of misinterpretation and 
miscommunication, no fences or gates that will stop access to road presently there.  No 
purpose or reason to cut residents off from access to the lake, did want to come and answer 
questions.  One property spoken about already had access cut off before this. 
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Rebecca Hoban a new member on LGPOA board and a new retiree at Lake Gaston Estates.  
There is a lot of unrest, un-neighborly behavior.  Would ask everyone to put this to rest, 
everybody has agreed to the request.  Everybody that attended the meetings have been 
combative up until recently.  She wants everyone to come together and live neighborly, 
watch each other’s backs. 
 
Maryanne Lenfesty in charge of properties on Lake Gaston Board and has been a property 
owner for three (3) years.  If we put this into the big picture, we have a problem of trust, lots 
of distrust on both sides.  That’s what layers are for.  Lawyers have drawn up an agreement 
that is legally binding.  Board has come to peace with it and each other, voted on by the 
general membership. 
 
Commissioner Ross questioned if the document is something we need to look at? 
 
County Attorney Karlene Turrentine had not seen any legal binding document drawn up by an 
attorney for Lake Gaston Property Owners Association.  Turrentine nor Ken Krulik, Planner/ 
Zoning Administrator have seen a document binding any party.  Until legal issues are reviewed, 
she does not recommend approval. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, the Public Hearing was adjourned at 9:45 am. 
 
 
         /s/  Angelena Kearney-Dunlap   
        Angelena Kearney-Dunlap, Clerk 
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MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING HELD BY THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR THE COUNTY OF 
WARREN IN THE WARREN COUNTY MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
COMMUNITY MEETING ROOM, FRONT STREET, WARRENTON, NC 
ON JULY 6, 2010 AT 10:00 AM. 
 
The meeting of the Board of County Commissioners was called to order by Chairman Barry 
Richardson.  Other Commissioners present:  William Davis, Ernest Fleming, Jennifer Jordan, 
and Ulysses Ross.  Others in attendance:  County Manager Linda T. Worth, County Attorney 
Karlene Turrentine and Finance Director Barry Mayo. 
 
Special presentations were made as follows: 
 
1st Presentation: 
Commissioner Jennifer Jordan Chairman of the Department of Social Services Board of Trustees 
and Jeffrey Woodard, Director - Department of Social Services recognized Ms. Barbara Kinton 
for her years of service on the Social Services Board 2003-2010. 
 
2nd Presentation: 
Gang Officer Brian Giddiens of the Warren County Sheriff’s Office informed the Board of 
Commissioners of a $12,350 Gang Assessment Grant received from the Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquent Prevention (OJJDP).  The Board was asked to support the time limited 
grant effort by signing a Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) setting out: 
 
 Board members becoming part of the Public Relations effort to get the word out; 
 Showing support by attending four focus groups scheduled throughout the county; and 
 Assigning a Commissioner to attend the Gang Assessment Steering Committee meetings 
 
A moment of silence was observed followed by Clerk to the Board reading the “Conflict of 
Interest Disclaimer”. 
 

 

“Members of the County Board of Commissioners are advised, hereby, of their duty under the 
State Government Ethics Act to avoid conflicts of interest and the appearance of such conflict; 
and, further, are instructed to refrain from participating in any matter coming before this Board 
of County Commissioners with respect to which there is a conflict of interest or appearance of 
such conflict”.   

In accordance with the State Government Ethics Act, it is the duty of every Board member to 
avoid both conflicts of interest and appearances of conflict. 

Does any Board member have any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with 
respect to any matter coming before this Board today? 

If so, please identify the conflict and refrain from any undue participation in the 
particular matter involved. 
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Citizen Comment was as follows: 
 

Janis Whitson of Eaton’s Ferry Estates Homeowner’s Association – The Warren 
County Animal Control Ordinance needs an addition of a leash law.  Three (3) Pitt Bull dogs 
owned by a new Eaton’s Ferry Estates resident have been roaming the neighborhood with no 
collar or leash, dogs are not under control.  Leash law needs to be added for the entire county, 
excluding hunting dogs during hunting season. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, Suggested Agenda for July 6, 2010 was adopted as presented. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item # 6A – Minutes of June 2010 Meetings were 
approved: 
 
 June 7, 2010 Public Hearing – 2008 CDBG Water Hook-Up Program  

Amendments (08-C-1864) 
 June 7, 2010 Public Hearing – CDBG General Information 
 June 7, 2010 Regular Board Meeting 
 June 14, 2010 Budget Public Hearing 
 June 17, 2010 Special Meeting 
 June 22, 2010 Budget Special meeting   
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item # 6B – Interest Income Report for May 2010 
was adopted as follows: 
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On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item # 6C – Tax Collector’s Report for May 2010 
was adopted:       

             
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item # 6D – request for Tax Releases Over $100 
were approved as follows: 
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County Manager approved request for Tax Releases Under $100 are as follows: 

  
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, Chairman Barry Richardson was designated “Voting Delegate” to the 
103rd Annual North Carolina Association of County Commissioners Annual Conference to take 
place August 26-29, 2010 in Pitt County. 
 
Having held a public hearing on Tuesday, July 6, 2010 in the Warren County Memorial Library 
Community Room to hear citizen comments regarding a request from Freshwater Pearl to 
abandon an existing easement/extension of Thoroughfare Drive in Lake Gaston Estates 
Subdivision, the following action was taken. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, request from Freshwater Pearl to abandon an existing 
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easement/extension of Thoroughfare Drive in Lake Gaston Estates Subdivision was tabled to the 
August 2, 2010 regular Board of Commissioners meeting. 
        
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, Robert A. Thompson was appointed to serve a three (3) year term on 
the Library Board of Trustees to fill the vacancy of Susan Thompson.  Term expires June 2013. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, “Resolution Conveying Personal Property By Private Sale” 
transferring two (2) desks for $1.00 to Warren Free Clinic was adopted as follows: 
 

              
 
Bids for 2008 Community Development Block Grant Scattered Sites Housing Project were 
received as follows: 
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On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, bids were awarded as follows for 2008 Community Development 
Block Grant Scattered Sites Housing Projects: 
 

     Property        Recommended Contractor        
365 Tuscora Rd  Valley  View Development at $92,810 

 810 Highway 43  Humphries Construction at $84,500 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, it was ordered to adopt a revised “Resolution for Approval of 
Insurance District Boundaries” for Norlina Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. submitted to correct 
Fire Department District from Norlina to Smith Creek Fire Insurance District, effective July 1, 
2010. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, it was ordered to adopt revised “Contract for Fire Protection 
Services” submitted to correct Fire Department name to Norlina Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. 
due to recent incorporation of the department, effective July 1, 2010.  
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, revised “Contract for Medical First Responder Service” was adopted 
as submitted to correct Fire Department name to Norlina Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. due to 
recent incorporation of the department.  Contract effective as of July 1, 2010. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, “Contract for Medical First Responder Service” with Inez Volunteer 
Fire Department was approved as submitted; effective July 1, 2010. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, “Contract for Medical First Responder Service” with Soul City 
Volunteer Fire Department was approved as submitted; effective July 1, 2010. 
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Bids were presented by Arnetta Yancey, Director Warren County Senior Center for Senior Center 
Nutrition Program as follows: 
        Congregate  Home-Delivered 
               Meals            Meals             
  Southern City Steak  
     & Seafood House     4.99 (+7.75% tax) 5.50  (+7.75% tax)  
  Warren County Schools 
    Nutrition Program     4.25     4.25 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, bid was awarded to Warren County Schools Nutrition Program for 
Warren County Senior Center Nutrition Program by approval of contract for same.  Funding 
source:  Home & Community Care Block Grant 
 
Elgin Lane, Human Resources Manager presented FY 2010-2011 Local Salary Plan and Office of 
State Personnel Salary Plan and Reporting Form for Board of Commissioner’s review and action. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, FY 2010-2011 Local Salary Plan was adopted as presented. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, it was approved to submit FY 2010-2011 Office of State Personnel 
Salary Plan and Reporting Form, with Chairman Richardson authorized to sign same. 
 
It was presented per mandate from Department of Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention 
(DJJDP) for Board of Commissioners to enter into a Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) 
relative to an ongoing commitment to Warren County’s Gang Assessment activities funded by 
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) Gang Assessment Grant in the 
amount of $12,350. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, a Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) relative to Board of 
Commissioners ongoing commitment to Warren County’s Gang Assessment activities was 
adopted setting forth method of support: 
 

1. Provide verbal promotion of Gang Assessment process. 
2. Appoint Board member to attend meetings. 
3. Assign Board member representative to attend Community Focus Groups (tentatively 

scheduled as follows): 
July 27th - 7:00 pm   at  Afton Elberon VFD Com. Davis 
July 31st – 10:00 am  Norlina VFD  Com. Fleming 
August 3rd – 7:00 pm  Arcola VFD  Com. Richardson 
August 5th – 7:00 pm  Warrenton VFD  Com. Jordan 

 
County Manager’s report to the Board of contracts entered into was accepted by consensus of 
the Board: 
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On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly 
carried by a unanimous vote, County Manager’s June 2010 Status Report was adopted as 
follows: 
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On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, it was ordered to approve entering into FY 2010-2011 NC Parks & 
Recreation Trust Fund Project Agreement for $68,495 PARTF funds and a local match of 
$68,495, for the period August 1, 2010 to July 31, 2013.  Grant funds will be used to make 
renovations at the Magnolia Ernest Recreation Park in Soul City. 
 
On motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly 
carried by unanimous vote, it was ordered to schedule a required public hearing to hear citizen 
comments regarding 2010-2011 Rural Operating Assistance Program (ROAP) for Monday, 
August 2, 2010 at 9:45 am. 
 
With no further business to discuss and on motion of Commissioner Fleming, which was 
seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly carried, the July 6, 2010 meeting was adjourned. 
 
         /s/  Angelena Kearney-Dunlap   
        Angelena Kearney-Dunlap, Clerk 
  
 


