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MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING HELD BY THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR THE COUNTY OF 

WARREN IN THE ARMORY CIVIC CENTER MEETING ROOM ON 

MONDAY, MARCH 12, 2012 (RESCHEDULED FROM MARCH 5, 2012) 

AT 6:00 PM. 
 

 

The regular meeting of the Warren County Board of Commissioners was called to order by 

Chairman Ulysses S. Ross. Other Commissioners present:  Bertadean Baker, Ruby Downey, 

Jennifer Jordan and Barry Richardson.  Others in attendance: County Manager Linda T. Worth, 

Finance Officer Barry Mayo and County Attorney Karlene Turrentine. 

 

A moment of silence was observed, followed by the Clerk to the Board reading the “Conflict of 

Interest Disclaimer.” 

 
Citizen Comments: 

 

Merwin R. Dieckmann, Board of Elections:  Proposed adding to each meeting’s agenda the 

pledge to the US flag.  Asked Board members to stand and pledge the flag.  (Chairman Ross stated 

this will be placed on next work session agenda for discussion). 

 

Ernest Fleming, Interstate Bio Economic Alliance and East Coast Natural:  things are going 

forward, past board did not understand corporate law; took in shares from people living in other 

states.  Project is progressing. 

 

David Duxbury:  Attended joint meeting between Board of Education and Board of 

Commissioners and was not allowed to make citizen comments.  Questioned whether the Board of 

Education had a third party structural engineer look a the Warren County High School roof to 

make sure the solar panels will not damage the roof. 
 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, March 12, 2012 Suggested Agenda was adopted. 
 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6-A minutes of February 6, 2012 Regular 

Monthly Meeting was approved. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6-B Interest Income Report for January 2012 

was approved: 

 

 
“Members of the County Board of Commissioners are advised, hereby, of their duty under 
the State Government Ethics Act to avoid conflicts of interest and the appearance of such 
conflict; and, further, are instructed to refrain from participating in any matter coming 
before this Board of County Commissioners with respect to which there is a conflict of 
interest or appearance of such conflict”.   

In accordance with the State Government Ethics Act, it is the duty of every Board 
member to avoid both conflicts of interest and appearances of conflict. 

Does any Board member have any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict 
with respect to any matter coming before this Board today? 

If so, please identify the conflict and refrain from any undue participation in the 
particular matter involved. 
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On motion of Commissioner Richardson which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6-C Tax Collector’s Report for January 2012 

was adopted: 

 
 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6-D Request for Tax Releases Over $100 was 

approved: 
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County Manager approved request for Tax Releases Under $100 are as follows:        
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On motion of Commissioner Richardson which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6-E “Proclamation – Soil & Water Steward- 

ship Week – April 29-May 6, 2012” was adopted: 

 

         
 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Amendment # 7 to the FY 2011-2012 Warren County Budget 

Ordinance was adopted: 
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Having held a required public hearing on Monday, March 12, 2012 at 5:15 pm to hear citizen 

comments regarding submission of 2011 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

Application, it was presented for Board’s action to approve application submission and 

acknowledge CDBG Citizen Participation Requirements. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, it was ordered to approve the submission of 2011 Community 

Development Block Grant Scattered Sites Housing Project Application with corrections as 

follows: Proposed Budget: Administrative Funds not to exceed $40,000 

Revised Address: Change 108 to 180 Coplin Quarter Road 

 

Properties included in grant application: 

 

Reconstruction                                  

• 172 E Kearney Road, Warrenton 

• 127 Edgerton-Bryant Rd, Warrenton 

• 202 Carrie Dunn Road, Wise 

 

Rehabilitation 

• 283 Axtell-Ridgeway Rd, Norlina 

 

Alternates/Reconstruction  
• 600 Tutelo Road, Warrenton  

• 311 NC Hwy 43, Warrenton  

• 1187 Old Macon Hwy, Macon  

• 365 Tuscarora Road, Warrenton  

   

Alternate/Substantial Rehabilitation  

• 180 Davis Hyman Road, Norlina  

 

Alternates/Rehabilitation  

• 1937 Lickskillet Road, Warrenton  

• 607 Ernest Turner Road, Warrenton  

• 634 Ernest Turner Road, Warrenton  

• 556 Ridgeway Warrenton Rd, Norlina 

• 180 Coplin Quarter Road, Warrenton  

• 401 Division Street, Norlina 

 

 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Citizen Participation 

Requirements were acknowledged and authorized the Chairman to execute the necessary 

documents. 
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Having held a required public hearing on Monday, March 12, 2012 at 5:30 pm to hear citizen 

comments regarding text amendments to the Warren County Subdivision Ordinance “Article 

VIII, Section 801 Definitions”, it was presented for Board’s action. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, proposed text amendments to the Warren County Subdivision 

Ordinance “Article VIII, Section 801 Definitions” were adopted: 

 

• PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT - The planned unit development of at least one 

hundred (100) two (2) acres designed to provide for developments incorporating a single 

type or a variety of residential, commercial, industrial, and related uses which are planned 

and developed as a unit. Such development may consist of individual lots or common 

building sites to affecting the long-term value of the entire development.  
 

Having held a required public hearing on Monday, March 12, 2012 at 5:45 pm to hear citizen 

comments regarding amendments to the Official Zoning Map of Warren County to correct four 

properties zoned as RL (Residential Lakeside) as of the September 6, 2011 zoning map update, 

to LB (Lakeside Business) zoning district, it was presented for Board’s action. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, amendments to the Official Zoning Map of Warren County to correct 

four properties zoned as RL (Residential Lakeside) to LB (Lakeside Business) zoning district, 

were adopted. 

 

Items referred from February 15, 2012 Board of Commissioner’s Work Session were considered 

as follows: 

 

A. Request for Easement Across Buck Springs Property – Marvin Howard 

 B. Policy for Adoption of Resolutions & Proclamations – Clerk to the Board 

 C. Request to Use Armory Civic Center with Fees waived – Larry Jones, Jr.  

 D.     FY 12 SEMAA Funding Update – Jackie Leath, Interim SEMAA Director  

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and 

duly carried by unanimous vote, County Manager Worth and County Attorney Turrentine were 

authorized to review request from Marvin G. Howard for easement across the Historic Buck 

Springs property to determine actions necessary to facilitate request. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, request from Marvin G. Howard for easement across the Historic 

Buck Springs property was approved subject to County Manager Worth and County Attorney 

Turrentine’s review and recommendations.  It was stipulated that requestor is responsible for all 

costs related to obtaining easement including land survey. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Policy for Adoption of Resolutions & Proclamations was adopted as 

presented by Clerk to the Board: 
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On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by a majority vote, request from Larry M. Jones, Jr, Chairman of the Dr. Martin L. King, 

Jr. Planning Committee, to use the Armory Civic Center for a Community Banquet Saturday, 

January 19, 2013 with fees waived was tabled in order to formulate a committee to write a 

standard policy regarding granting fee waivers for use of Warren County Armory Civic Center. 

 

Votes were as follows: Ayes: Baker, Downey and Jordan    

    Nays: Richardson and Ross 

 



1468 

 

Motion carried, request for use of the Armory Civic Center to conduct a M.L. King, Jr. 

Community Banquet on Saturday, January 19, 2013 was tabled.  A committee will be formulated 

to write a standard policy regarding granting fee waivers for use of said facility. 

 

Jacqueline Leath, Interim Science Engineering Mathematics and Aerospace Academy (SEMAA) 

Director provided an update regarding FY 12 SEMAA Funding. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and 

duly carried by unanimous vote, Item 9-E:  “Consideration of 2012 SEMAA Program Funding”, 

was added to the March 12, 2012 agenda. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey it was 

ordered to fund 2012 SEMAA Program for Spring Session. 

 

Motion and second were withdrawn. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey it was 

ordered to fund 2012 SEMAA Program through the Spring Session.  County Manager Worth and 

Finance Officer Mayo were directed to work out details; funding source:  fund balance. 

 

Commissioner Baker amended her motion which was seconded by Commissioner Downey to 

allocate funds for SEMAA Spring Session up to, but not exceed $43,000. 

 

Motion, amendment to motion and second were withdrawn. 
 

On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, it was ordered to conduct 2012 SEMAA Spring Session.  Summer 

Session would be addressed at a later date. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Gabrielle Cumming, Economic Development Director was appointed 

as alternate (to Chairman Ross) on the Lake Gaston Stakeholders Board. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker 

to appoint Charles Jefferson to Senior Tar Heel Legislature. 

 

Motion and second were withdrawn. 
 

On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Charles Jefferson, representative of Senior Tar Heel Legislature was 

re-appointed to the Senior Center Advisory Council for a two year term expiring January 1, 

2014. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Judith Forrest, Senior Center Participant, was re-appointed at-large 

on the Senior Center Advisory Council for a one year term expiring January 1, 2013. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, By-laws for the 2011 Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) Housing Selection Committee were adopted as presented. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and 

duly carried by unanimous vote, W.S. Smitty Bugg was re-appointed to the Central Warren Fire 

Service District Board for a 4 year term expiring March 2016. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Joyce Green-Williams was re-appointed to the Central Warren Fire 

Service District Board for a 4 year term expiring March 2016. 

 

 



1469 

 

On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, David F. Proctor was appointed to the Central Warren Fire Service 

District Board for a 4 year term expiring March 2016. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, William H. Tunstall was appointed to the Central Warren Fire 

Service District Board for a 4 year term expiring March 2016. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and 

duly carried by unanimous vote, Eddie Q. “Kenny” Clayton was appointed to the Central Warren 

Fire Service District Board for a 4 year term expiring March 2016. 

 

County Manager Worth requested Board consider reclassifying the IT/GIS Administrator 

position (Salary Grade 28) in the Information Technology Department to a proposed Information 

Technology Administrator at Salary Grade 26.  A revised job description and information on the 

proposed new salary grade were provided for the Board’s review and consideration.   

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and 

duly carried by unanimous vote, it was approved to consider reclassification of the IT/GIS 

Administrator position Grade 28 in the Information Technology Department to a proposed 

Information Technology Administrator at Salary Grade 26. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, reclassification of IT/GIS Administrator position in the Information 

Technology Department to Information Technology Administrator at salary Grade 26 with 

revised job description was approved effective April 1, 2012.   

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Ms. Crystal M. Smith was appointed to the position of Warren 

County Extension Director in the Cooperative Extension Service; effective April 16, 2012 at a 

salary of $54,850 ($19,197 Warren County’s portion from lapsed salary and $35,653 NC State 

University’s portion).  Appointment is contingent upon meeting all requirements set forth by NC 

State University. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Warren County was authorized to contract with Working Landscapes 

at 108 S. Main St, Warrenton to serve as Program Administrator for the Warren County Healthy 

Foods Program, a 24 month grant funded program through Blue Cross Blue Shield Foundation, 

administrative funds are included in the grant.  County Manager Worth was authorized to 

negotiate and execute a contract with Working Landscapes to serve as Program Administrator. 

 

In order to satisfy full disclosure, it was announced that Carla Norwood, Director of Working 

Landscapes is the wife of Economic Development Director Gabrielle Cumming.  Grant 

application was originally completed by Mr. Cumming and his wife prior to Cumming’s 

appointment as EDC Director. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Resolution Declaring Surplus Property & Authorizing (internet 

based) Auction was adopted in accordance with Article 12, NC GS 160A-268: 
  

RESOLUTION 

SALE OF SURPLUS 

WARREN COUNTY PROPERTY 

 

 WHEREAS, the County of Warren has certain property which is no longer needed and may lawfully 

dispose of such property through declaring "Surplus Property" and convey or sale by auction, bid, and/or 

electronic advertisement. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, pursuant to Article 12, North Carolina General 

Statute 160A-268, the Warren County Board of Commissioners will convey or sell the following property declared 

Surplus Property:  

  1 - 1992 Dodge (Van) Ram 350 (140,954 miles used by Health Dept) 

  1 – Sharp Calculator  (used by Finance Office) 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The Board of Commissioners authorizes the County Manager (or 

designee) to dispose of this property and incur those costs incidental to convey or sell property; and that 



1470 

 

advertising, describing the property, the method of transfer (by conveyance, sale or auction) and the date, time 

and place for the award of bid will be placed in the Warren Record and displayed electronically, otherwise 

appropriately advertised according to law.  

 ADOPTED this the 12
th

 day of March 2012. 

 

      WARREN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

        Ulysses S. Ross, Chairman  

= = = = = 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Resolution Declaring Surplus Property & Authorizing (internet 

based) auction was adopted in accordance with Article 12, NC GS 160A-268: 
  

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA  

COUNTY OF WARREN 

RESOLUTION 

SALE OF SURPLUS 

WARREN COUNTY PROPERTY 

 

 WHEREAS, the County of Warren has certain property which has been foreclosed for delinquent taxes 

and may lawfully dispose of such property through online auction.  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, pursuant to Article 12, North Carolina General 

Statute 160A-268, the Warren County Board of Commissioners will sell through online auction the following real 

property: 

           Minimum  

    Property   Identification Bid Accepted     Acres    

Parcel ID  

C2 11A Off Harristown Road, Manson, Smith Creek Township $2,971       1  

F7 74E Off Baltimore Road, Warrenton, Shocco Township $3,108      7.23  

I9 19U Off NC Hwy 43, Warrenton, Fishing Creek Township $1,260      1.5  

   

The properties will not be open for inspection and are being sold in “as is” condition with no warranties.  

 A minimum bid has been established per property.  The Warren County Board of Commissioners reserve 

the right to reject any or all bids, to waive informalities, and to award bid in the opinion of the Owner in its best 

interest.  All questions should be directed as follows: 

 Regarding property:  Eddie Mitchum, Tax Administrator at emitchum@co.warren.nc.us, (252) 257-4158 

 Regarding auction:  Angelena Kearney-Dunlap, Clerk-Board of  Commissioners,  

  adunlap@co.warren.nc.us (252) 257-3115 

Linda T. Worth, County Manager lworth@co.warren.nc.us, (252) 257-3116 between the hours of 8:30 

am – 5:00 pm, Monday thru Friday. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The Board of Commissioners authorizes the County Manager (or 

designee) to dispose of this property and incur those costs incidental to sale property; and that advertising, 

describing the property, the method for bidding and the date, time and place for the bid opening be placed with 

auction site with notice in the Warren Record and otherwise appropriately advertised according to law.  

ADOPTED this the 12
th

 day of March 2012.  

 

        WARREN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

        Ulysses S. Ross, Chairman  

 

= = = = 

Having been granted authority to enter into contracts up to but not to exceed $50,000; contracts 

executed by the County Manager in February 2012, were presented for Board’s information. 
 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, report of contracts approved by the County Manager in the month of 

February was accepted as information only. 

 
 

mailto:emitchum@co.warren.nc.us
mailto:adunlap@co.warren.nc.us
mailto:lworth@co.warren.nc.us
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On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, County Manager’s report of activities for February 2012 was 

accepted:     
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NC Association of County Commissioner’s (NCACC) requested all counties schedule a meeting 

with their Legislative Delegates “Grassroots Advocacy”, to support NCACC collecting key 

issues for consideration during 2012 Short Session.  County Manager Worth requested the Board 

review suggested dates and time to pick a date suited for the majority. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, County Manager Worth was directed to schedule a joint meeting 

with Legislative Delegates on April 5, 2012 at 4:00 pm. 

 

Motion was amended by Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner 

Jordan and duly carried by unanimous vote, to schedule a joint meeting with Legislative 

Delegates on April 2, 2012 at 4:00 pm; alternate date:  April 5, 2012 at 4:00 pm. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, it was ordered to enter into Closed Session in accordance with NC 

GS § 143-318.11(A)(3)(6) to discuss attorney-client privileged and personnel matters.  

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and 

duly carried by unanimous vote, it was ordered to return to the regular monthly meeting. 

 

With no further business to discuss and on motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was 

seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly carried, the March 12, 2012 meeting was 

adjourned. 

 

 

        /s/  Angelena Kearney-Dunlap    

       Angelena Kearney-Dunlap, Clerk 

 

 


