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MINUTES FROM A REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING HELD BY THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR THE COUNTY OF 

WARREN IN THE WARREN COUNTY ARMORY CIVIC CENTER 

MEETING ROOM ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2013 AT 6:00 PM. 
 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bertadean W. Baker.  Other Commissioners 

present:  Ruby Downey, Jennifer Jordan, Barry Richardson and Ulysses S. Ross. Others in 

attendance:  County Manager Linda T. Worth, County Finance Officer Barry Mayo and County 

Attorney Karlene Turrentine. 

 

A moment of silence was followed by the Clerk to the Board reading the “Conflict of Interest 

Disclaimer.” 

 

 

Conflicts of Interest: 

 Item 9 – M. Richardson is Commissioner Richardson’s daughter-in-law. 

 Item 6D – Commissioner Ruby Downey is on list for release of taxes 
 

Citizen Comments: 

 
 Jimmie Sidberry commented on Item #8 - DOT 2013-14 Secondary Roads Improvement 

Program:  Expressed concern regarding condition of Greentown Avenue.  Road is closed off at one 

end, now a dead end street.  Communicated with Mrs. Worth and as a result was here to present 

concerns.  Need signature from land owners to get right-of-way to carry road through.  Wants to be 

heard, DOT should have addressed the community before action was taken.  Sidberry read letter 

from Wally Bowman regarding purposes for closing the road, DOT should meet with community to 

get rights-of-way from those residents that have not given it, can help draft a letter or share how 

it’s affecting the quality of life on the road.  Residents want to move forward with the road opening 

and completion. 
 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ross, seconded by Commissioner Downey to adopt 

December 2, 2013 Agenda as presented. 

 

Motion was withdrawn.  Commissioner Downey withdrew her second to the motion. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6D - Requests for Tax Releases was moved to 

Agenda Item 7C. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, December 2, 2013 Agenda was adopted as amended:  Consent 

Agenda Item 6D Requests for Tax Releases was moved to Agenda Item 7C. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6A – Minutes of November 4, 2013 meeting 

were approved. 

 

 
“Members of the County Board of Commissioners are advised, hereby, of their duty under 
the State Government Ethics Act to avoid conflicts of interest and the appearance of such 
conflict; and, further, are instructed to refrain from participating in any matter coming 
before this Board of County Commissioners with respect to which there is a conflict of 
interest or appearance of such conflict”.   

In accordance with the State Government Ethics Act, it is the duty of every Board 
member to avoid both conflicts of interest and appearances of conflict. 

Does any Board member have any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict 
with respect to any matter coming before this Board today? 

If so, please identify the conflict and refrain from any undue participation in the 
particular matter involved. 
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On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6B – Interest Income Report for October 2013 

was approved: 

 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6C – Tax Collector’s Report for October 2013 

was accepted in accordance with NCGS 105-350: 
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On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Monthly Reports for 

10-C-2227 Water Hook-Up Project and 11-C-2328 Scattered Sites Housing Project were 

approved as presented by Karen Foster, Kerr Tar Regional Council of Government (COG) 

Grants Administrator. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Amendment #5 to the Warren County FY 2013-2014 Budget 

Ordinance was approved. 

 
On motion of Commissioner Jordan which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Amendment #7 to the Warren County Grant Project Ordinance for 

Ephraim Place Housing Development Project (# 03-C-1187) was approved. 

 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Request for Tax Releases Over $100 was approved in accordance 

with NCGS 105-381 - TAXPAYER'S REMEDIES: 
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Commissioner Downey abstained from the vote: 
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County Manager approved request for Tax Releases Under $100 are as follows: 
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Stephen Winstead, PE, District Engineer, NC Department of Transportation with Joey 

Hopkins, PE, Deputy Division Engineer, Brandon Jones, PE Division Maintenance 

Engineer, and Frank Carpenter, Warren County Maintenance Engineer presented the NC 

DOT 2013 -14 Secondary Roads Program for Warren County.  Mr. Winstead pointed out 

that: 

 1 - Funding amounts have been reduced over the years, 

 2 – Rating system has gone to statewide priority, and 

 3 - Warren County roads are competing with all other roads statewide. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, 2013-2014 Warren County Secondary Roads Program report by 

Stephen Winstead, PE; District Engineer-NC Department of Transportation was accepted. 
 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Michelle Hedgepeth was appointed to her first (1
st
) term on the 

Library Board of Trustees.  Term expires June 30, 2016. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Benjamin Hunter was appointed to his first (1
st
) full term on the 

Library Board of Trustees.  Term expires June 30, 2016. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Jamie A. Wilkerson was appointed to a first (1
st
) term on the Library 

Board of Trustees.  Term expires June 30, 2016. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Jerry Bolton, Sr. was re-appointed to the Board of Health, serving 

At-Large.  This 3
rd

 term expires December 31, 2016. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Linda Baker was re-appointed to the Board of Health, serving as 

Pharmacist.  This 6
th

 term expires December 31, 2016. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Melissa Richardson was appointed to the Board of Health, serving 

At-Large.  This 1
st
 term expires December 31, 2016. 

 

Commissioner Richardson refrained from the vote. 

 

Conversion and Redaction Contract with Logan Systems, Inc. for Warren County Register 

of Deeds Office, proposed imaged index and redaction projects, with a 4-year payment 

option, was presented for Board’s review and action.  Contract costs totaling $90,054.76 

are to be paid over four fiscal years as follows: 

 
On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote Conversion and Redaction Contract with Logan Systems, Inc. for the 

Register of Deeds Office at a cost of $90,054.76 to be paid in annual installments of $22,513.69 

over four fiscal years was approved.  Funding source:  1
st
 Installment of $22,513.69, Register of 

Deeds FY 2013-14 Budget 
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The County had certain property which was no longer needed and may lawfully dispose of such 

property through declaring it "Surplus Property" and conveying or selling by auction, bid, and/or 

electronic advertisement; pursuant to Article 12, NCGS 160A-268.  Therefore it was requested to 

declare surplus property and convey or sell at auction office equipment and tax foreclosed 

properties. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, it was ordered to adopt Resolution declaring certain items no longer 

used by the Health Department as surplus property pursuant to Article 12, NCGS 160A-268, and 

authorize said property be conveyed or sold by auction, bid or electronic advertisement. 

 

 
 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Resolution declaring certain tax foreclosed properties surplus 

pursuant to Article 12, NCGS 160A-268, and authorizing conveyance or sale by auction, bid, 

and/or electronic advertisement was approved. 
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On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, report of October 2013 Warren County vehicle auction was accepted: 

 
Description Buyer Buyer's 

State 

Starting 

Bid 

Sold 

Amount 

Bids Auction 

Ended 
Status  

2007 Ford Crown Vic S.Ashous FL $500.00 $1,525.00 26 10/31/13 3:00 PM PU 

2001 Ford Crown Vic K.Taylor FL $500.00 $500.00 1 10/30/13 3:31 PM PU 

2002 Ford Crown Vic D.Davis VA $500.00 $820.00 14 10/29/13 1:10 PM PU 

2005 Ford Crown Vic C.Dixon NC $500.00 $575.00 4 10/30/13 4:00 PM PU 

2004 Ford Crown Vic 
This vehicle put back 
out for auction. 

T.Dishner 
Purchase 
cancelled 

TN ($500.00) ($700.00) 3 10/31/13 3:00 PM  

 $2,000.00 $3,420.00    

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Jordan to grant additional time as requested by Mary 

Bradby regarding tax foreclosed property D5-123E. 

 

Motion was withdrawn. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan 

to postpone auction of tax foreclosed property D5-123E until January 31, 2014. 

 

Motion was withdrawn. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by a majority vote, it was ordered to postpone auction of tax property D5-123E until 

January 31, 2014. 

 

Votes were as follows: Ayes: Jordan, Downey, Ross & Baker 

    Nay: Richardson 

 

Motion carried, auction of tax foreclosed property D5-123E was postponed until January 31, 

2014. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, 2014 Meeting Schedule for the Warren County Board of 

Commissioners & Warren County Board of Commissioners as Governing Body of Water District 

III was adopted as follows: 
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January 6, 2014 July 7

th
 

February 3
rd

 August 4
th

 

March 10
th

 * 

(2
nd

  Monday) 

September 8
th

  * 

(Sept 1
st
 is a holiday) 

April 7
th

 October 6
th

 

May 5
th

 November 3
rd

 

June 2
nd

 December 1
st
 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, 2014 Regular Work Session Schedule for Warren County Board of 

Commissioners was adopted as follows: 

 

 

 
On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Budget Goal Setting Work Session was scheduled for January 22, 

2014 - 10am to 3pm. 

 

County Manager Worth, having been granted authority to approve contracts up to but not to 

exceed $50,000, made the following report on Contracts Approved during November 2013: 
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On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, County Manager Worth’s report on Contracts approved during 

November 2013 was accepted as information only. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, County Manager’s Status Report for November 2013 was approved. 
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On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, it was ordered to enter into Closed Session in accordance with GS 

§143-318.11(a)(3) for the Discussion of Attorney/Client Privileged Information. 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan which was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, it was ordered to return to the December 2, 2013 regular meeting. 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and 

duly carried by unanimous vote, Item 14-A was added to the December 2, 2013 regular meeting 

agenda to consider “Extension of Vested Rights for the shorter time of one (1) year up to five (5) 

years pursuant to Statute for Litigation regarding Morningstar Marinas/Eaton Ferry, LLC vs. 

Warren County, NC and Ken Krulik, Warren County Planning and Zoning Administrator in his 

official capacity.” 

The Board took the following action pursuant to County Attorney, Karlene Turrentine's request 

to extend the vested right of East Oaks, LLC to continue development of its townhome project 

under the permitted use permit issued by the Warren County Planning and Zoning Administrator 

to either:  one (1) year past final litigation regarding such OR up to five (5) years from date of 

permit's issuance (April 21, 2011)--whichever time is shorter.” 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, the Board ordered to extend the vested right of East Oaks, LLC to 

continue development of its townhome project under the permitted use permit issued by the 

Warren County Planning and Zoning Administrator to either:  one (1) year past final litigation 

regarding such –or- up to five (5) years from date of permit's issuance (April 21, 2011)--

whichever time is shorter. 

Authority for the Board's action in this matter is based on N.C. Gen. Stat. Ann. § 153A-

344.1(d)(2) which states:  "Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (d)(1), a county may 

provide that rights shall be vested for a period exceeding two years but not exceeding five years 

where warranted in light of all relevant circumstances, including, but not limited to, the size and 

phasing of development, the level of investment, the need for the development, economic cycles, 

and market conditions.  These determinations shall be in the sound discretion of the county." 

With no further business to discuss and on motion of Commissioner Richardson which was 

seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried, the December 2, 2013 Board of 

Commissioners meeting was adjourned. 

 

         
 


