
302 

 

MINUTES FROM A REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING HELD BY THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR THE COUNTY OF 

WARREN IN THE WARREN COUNTY ARMORY CIVIC CENTER 

MEETING ROOM ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2014 AT 6:00 PM. 
 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bertadean W. Baker.  Other Commissioners 

present:  Ruby Downey, Barry Richardson and Ulysses S. Ross.  Commissioner Absent:  

Jennifer Jordan.  Others in attendance:  County Manager Linda T. Worth, County Finance 

Officer Gloria Edmonds and County Attorney Karlene Turrentine. 

 

A moment of silence was followed by the Clerk to the Board reading the “Conflict of Interest 

Disclaimer.” 

 

Citizen Comments: 

Ron Skow, Lake Gaston Association (LGA) Representative, requested participation of County  

 Manager and 2 Commissioners during upcoming Five County Forum sponsored by the  

 LGA. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Richardson and seconded by Commissioner Ross to adopt 

February 3, 2014 Suggested Agenda. 

 

Motion was withdrawn by Commissioner Richardson and second was withdrawn by 

Commissioner Ross. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Richardson to adopt February 3, 2014 Consent Agenda 

excluding December 2, 2013 and January 6, 2014 minutes. 

 

Motion died for lack of a second. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, February 3, 2014 Suggested Agenda was adopted, excluding minutes 

of the December 2, 2013 Organizational Meeting. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6A – Minutes of December 2, 2013 and 

January 6, 2014 Regular Board Meetings were approved. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6B – Interest Income Report for December 

2013 was approved: 

 

“Members of the County Board of Commissioners are advised, hereby, of their duty under 
the State Government Ethics Act to avoid conflicts of interest and the appearance of such 
conflict; and, further, are instructed to refrain from participating in any matter coming 
before this Board of County Commissioners with respect to which there is a conflict of 
interest or appearance of such conflict”.   

In accordance with the State Government Ethics Act, it is the duty of every Board 
member to avoid both conflicts of interest and appearances of conflict. 

Does any Board member have any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict 
with respect to any matter coming before this Board today? 

If so, please identify the conflict and refrain from any undue participation in the 
particular matter involved. 
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On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6C - Tax Collectors Report for December 

2013 was approved: 

 
On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6D - Tax Releases Over $100 were approved: 
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County Manager approved requests for Tax Releases Under $100 was presented for Board’s 

information as follows: 
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On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6E - Proclamation – Black History Month – 

February 2014 was adopted.  

 

 
 

On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6F - Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) monthly reports for 10-C-2227 Water Hook-Up and 11-C-2328 Scattered Sites Housing 

(SSH) Projects were approved as presented by Karen Foster, Kerr-Tar Regional Council of 

Governments (COG) Grants Administrator. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Water & Sewer District III – Eaton’s Ferry Bridge Capital Project 

Ordinance was adopted. 
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On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote Charles Jefferson was re-appointed to the Senior Center Advisory 

Council for a second, three (3) year term that expires December 31, 2016. 

 

In accordance with NCGS 105-369, each year the Tax Collector shall report to the Board of  

County Commissioners the total amount of unpaid taxes for the current fiscal year that are liens 

on real property.  The Board was directed to order the Tax Collector to advertise such tax liens 

totaling $1,792,663. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, the Tax Collector’s report of Unpaid 2013 Taxes that are liens on 

real property was accepted and Tax Collector was authorized to advertise the tax liens totaling 

$1,792,663. 

 
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and 

duly carried by unanimous vote, Certificate of Substantial Completion as of December 20, 2013 

for Warren County Water & Sewer District 3, Phase III Project was approved with Chairman 

Baker authorized to sign same. 
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On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Final Change Order #4 to Water & Sewer District 3, Phase III 

construction contract with Herring & Rivenbark, Inc. was approved with Chairman Baker 

authorized to sign same. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, a request from the Warren County High School Air Force JROTC for 

use of the Armory Civic Center on March 8, 2014, with rental fee waived was approved.  The 

$300 non-refundable cleaning fee is required. 

 
On motion of Commissioner Downey, which was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and 

duly carried by unanimous vote, Resolution declaring surplus property and authorizing 

conveyance and/or sale at auction was adopted with Chairman Baker authorized to sign same: 

 

 
 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and 

duly carried by unanimous vote, in accordance with Article 12, NCGS 160A-268, Resolution 

Conveying Personal Property By Private Sale to Warren County Training School – NWHS 

Alumni & Friends Association for $1.00 was adopted with Chairman Baker authorized to sign 

same. 

 

Resolution Conveying Personal Property 

By 

Private Sale 

 

 WHEREAS, G.S. 1601-279 states that a county may in lieu of or in addition to an 

appropriation, convey by private sale, real or personal property to any public or private entity 

that carries out a public purpose; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in such conveyance, the County shall attach covenants and/or conditions 

that assure that said property will be put to a public use by the recipient entity; and 
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 WHEREAS, said conveyance must be in accordance with the procedural provisions set 

forth in G.S. 160A-267. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Warren County Board of 

Commissioners hereby orders the County Manager to dispose of and convey by private sale to 

Warren County Training School – NWHS Alumni & Friends Association:  tables, desk and low 

back chairs at a negotiated price of $1.00. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a notice summarizing the contents of the 

Resolution shall be published in the local newspaper upon its adoption with final conveyance 

occurring at least ten (10) days after said publication. 

 

Adopted this 3
rd

 day of February 2014. 

 

                      WARREN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

 

On motion of Commissioner Downey, which was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and 

duly carried by unanimous vote, resolution authorizing the sale of the Harris Turner Funeral 

Home Property via the Upset Bid method pursuant to NCGS 160A-269 was adopted. 
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On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and 

duly carried by unanimous vote, report of GovDeals auction from November 1, 2013 through 

January 28, 2014 was accepted for Board’s information. 

 

 
On motion of Commissioner Downey, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Sheriff Williams was authorized to receive a confiscated vehicle from US 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement to be used undercover. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, County Manager Worth’s report on Contracts approved during 

January 2014 was accepted as information only. 

 

 

     
On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, County Manager’s Status Report for January 2014 was accepted. 
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County Manager Linda T. Worth presented information regarding a Cooperative Purchasing 

Agreement in accordance with NCGS 143-129(e)(3) which allows local governments in North 

Carolina to purchase materials, apparatus, equipment, supplies, etc. through Agreements 

established by other public agencies.  These agreements are established from a competitive bid 

process of a formally organized program.  Because the contracts are established from a prior bid 

process, additional biding or competition is not required.  As a participating government, Warren 

County has the option to purchase from vendors participating in the cooperative purchasing 

agreement to procure various items. 
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Request was submitted to authorize the County Manager to enter into an Interlocal contract for 

Cooperative Purchasing with Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) effective July 1, 2013 

through June 30, 2014.  Agreement automatically renews annually unless cancelled by either 

party giving the appropriate notice.  A further request was made to authorize the County 

Manager to contract with a vendor participating in the H-GAC Cooperative Purchase Program to 

purchase a new Ambulance at a cost not to exceed $132,000.  Funds were budgeted in FY 2014 

Emergency Services Budget for vehicle purchase. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and 

duly carried by unanimous vote, Board of Commissioners authorized County Manager Worth to 

enter into an Interlocal Contract for Cooperative Purchasing with the Houston-Galveston Area 

Council effective July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014.  County Manager was further authorized 

to contract with a vendor participating in the H-GAC Cooperative Purchase Program to purchase 

a new Ambulance at a cost not to exceed $132,000.  Funding Source:  FY 2014 Emergency 

Services Budget. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, the Board entered into Closed Session in accordance with GS § 143-

318.11(a)(3)for the Discussion of Attorney/Client Privileged Information. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, the Board returned to the February 3, 2014 regular meeting. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and 

duly carried by unanimous vote, Item 15- “Board of Elections Matter – Preliminary Hearing 

Regarding Paynter Challenge” was added to the February 3, 2014 regular meeting agenda for 

consideration. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and 

duly carried by unanimous vote, County Attorney Turrentine was directed to inform Board of 

Elections that the Preliminary Hearing Regarding Paynter Challenge is void by law due to public 

meetings law violations.  Board of Elections is directed to re-hold preliminary hearing.  County 

Attorney directed to communicate same by certified letter to Board of Elections. 

 

With no further business to discuss and on motion of Commissioner Richardson which was 

seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried, the February 3, 2014 Board of 

Commissioners meeting was adjourned. 

 

         
 

 


