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MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING HELD BY THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR THE COUNTY OF 

WARREN IN THE WARREN COUNTY ARMORY CIVIC CENTER, 

MEETING ROOM ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2014 AT 6:00 PM. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bertadean W. Baker.  Other Commissioners present:  

Ruby Downey, Jennifer Jordan, Barry Richardson and Ulysses S. Ross.  Others in attendance:  

County Manager Linda T. Worth, Finance Director Gloria Edmonds and County Attorney Karlene 

Turrentine. 

 
The Warren County Board of  Commissioners recognized Warren County Finance Office staff  
who received for the seventh (7th) year a Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting bestowed upon them by the Government Finance Officers Association: 
 

Gloria Edmonds, Finance Director  
Jamie Holtzman, Accounting Manager 
Cecile J. Renn, Accounting Specialist 

Evelyn R. Cooper, Accounting Technician 
Debbie Brauer, Accounting Technician 

Louise Andrews, Accounting Technician 

 
A moment of silence was followed by the Clerk to the Board reading the “Conflict of Interest 

Disclaimer.”  

 

Citizen Comments: 

Crystal Smith, Director of Cooperative Extension Services, introduced two new employees to the 

Board and public:  Rachel Head, Food Corps Service Member and Kelsey Lichtenwalner 

Extension Agent, Livestock and Field Crops.  Both expressed their interest in serving Warren 

County through their positions. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, September 8, 2014 Suggested Agenda was adopted with the following 

additions: 
7-B. Amended Annual Audit Contract with Winston Williams Creech Evans & Company LLP 

7-C. Contract w-Winston Williams Creech Evans & Company LLP; GASB 67 & 68, RE:  Pension Plan 

7-D. Schedule ROAP Public Hearing for Monday – October 6 at 5:45 pm 

  

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, minutes of August 4, 2014 Regular Monthly Meeting were approved. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Interest Income Report for July 2014 was approved: 

 

 
 

 

“Members of the County Board of Commissioners are advised, hereby, of their duty under the State 
Government Ethics Act to avoid conflicts of interest and the appearance of such conflict; and, further, are 
instructed to refrain from participating in any matter coming before this Board of County Commissioners 
with respect to which there is a conflict of interest or appearance of such conflict”. 
 In accordance with the State Government Ethics Act, it is the duty of every Board member to 
avoid both conflicts of interest and appearances of conflict. 
 Does any Board member have any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with 
respect to any matter coming before this Board today? 
 If so, please identify the conflict and refrain from any undue participation in the particular 
matter involved. 



399 
 

 

 
On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Tax Collector’s Report for July 2014 was accepted: 

 

 
On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Tax Release Request (Over $100) was approved: 
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County Manager approved Tax Release Requests (Under $100) were accepted: 
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On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, “Proclamation – 9/11 National Day of Service & Remembrance” was adopted: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

County of Warren 

Proclamation 

  
 WHEREAS, in an unprovoked and senseless act of terrorism, four civilian aircraft were 
hijacked on September 11, 2001, and crashed in New York City, Pennsylvania and into the 
Pentagon, resulting in a momentous loss of innocent U.S. lives of all heritages; and 
 WHEREAS, while we still continue to recover from the loss of innocent lives, the spirit of 
the U.S. has been revitalized, giving way to expressions of patriotism; and 
 WHEREAS, inspired by the heroism of our nation’s public service personnel,  military 
service members and countless volunteers, our nation found unity and strength; and 
 WHEREAS, from the tragedy of September 11 emerged a stronger nation, renewed by 
the spirit of national pride, and a true love of country; and 
 WHEREAS, Americans also have fought back against terror by choosing to overcome evil 
with good by loving their neighbors as they would like to be loved, contributing to relief efforts, and 
volunteering their time to aid those in need;  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Warren County Board of Commissioners 
September 11, 2014, is hereby proclaimed:  
  

9/11 NATIONAL DAY OF SERVICE AND REMEMBRANCE 
  
in the County of Warren and all citizens are urged to recognize the heroism of firefighters, rescue and 
law enforcement personnel, military service members and the many volunteers who respond to tragic 
events with courage, selfless compassion, determination and skill; and to remember the victims and 
innocent lives lost as a result of the tragic events on September 11, 2001. 
  

 This the 8
th
 day of September 2014. 

   
        Bertadean W. Baker, Chairman 
      Warren County Board of Commissioners 
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On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, the Board of Commissioners expressed support of “NC Department of 

Transportation’s statewide 2014 Fall Litter Sweep Volunteer Project” to clean up our state’s 

highways and roadways between September 20 and October 4, 2014. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Amendment #2 to the FY 2014-15 Warren County Budget Ordinance 

was adopted: 

 

 
 

The following items were presented from the audit firm of Winston Williams Creech Evans & 

Company, LLP as follows: 

 

1- Amended Annual Audit Contract due to additional work required by the State for the State’s 

audit of federal programs that are pass through funds to the county.  Amended Contract 

increases audit fee by $3,350 to a total of $51,550;  Audit:  $45,150; Prep of annual 

financial statements:  $6,400  

2- Contract with auditors for GASB 67 & 68; RE:  Pension Plan Audit at a cost of $5,500. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, amended Annual Audit Contract with Winston Williams Creech Evans 

& Company, LLP at a revised contract cost of $51,550 was approved; Source of Funds:  General 

Fund Contingency. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, contract with Winston Williams Creech Evans & Co., LLP to perform 

an audit of Warren County’s Pension Plan at a cost of $5,500 was approved; Source of Funds:  

General Fund Contingency. 

 

Motion was amended by Commissioner Jordan, to authorize Chairman Bertadean Baker to sign 

contract, amended motion was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and duly carried by 

unanimous vote; Chairman Baker was authorized to sign contract with Winston Williams Creech 

Evans & Co., LLP to perform an audit of Warren County’s Pension Plan at a cost of $5,500. 
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On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Agenda Item 7B-1 – “Chairman’s Authorization to Sign Amended 

Annual Audit Contract” was added to the September 8, 2014 meeting agenda. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Chairman Bertadean Baker was authorized to sign amended Annual 

Audit Contract with Winston Williams Creech Evans & Company, LLP at a revised contract cost 

of $51,550. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, a public hearing was scheduled for Monday, October 6, 2014 at 5:45 pm to 

hear citizen comments regarding 2014-15 Rural Operating Assistance Program (ROAP) Funding. 

 

Warren County Public School System represented by Attorney A. Thompson, submitted for 

Board’s consideration “Resolution Approving the Amount to be Spent by the Warren County Board 

of Education to Acquire Real Property to be Used for the Future Site of a School Bus Maintenance 

Garage” in the amount of $235,000 to purchase parcel owned by G.W. Harris, IV and wife, J.H. 

Harris, on US Highway 1 in Norlina (Parcel ID D4-53B & D4-45). 

 
On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, “Resolution Approving the sum of $235,000 to be Spent by the Warren 

County Board of Education to Purchase Real Property for a School Bus Maintenance Garage from 

George W. Harris, IV and wife, Jennifer H. Harris, located at 255 US Hwy. #1 South, Norlina, NC 

was adopted.  Authorization was granted to Chairman Baker to sign related documentation. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, source of funding for Warren County Board of Education’s purchase 

of real property for a School Bus Maintenance Garage from George W. Harris, IV and wife, 

Jennifer H. Harris, located at 255 US Hwy. #1 South, Norlina, NC was designated General Fund 

Appropriation in Warren County School’s FY 15 Budget.  
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On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, on recommendation of the Warren County Social Services Board of Directors,  

Barbara Brayboy was appointed to the Social Services (DSS) Board of Directors to fill the DSS 

Appointee position, three year term expires June 30, 2017.  

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, on recommendation of Starlin Beatty, Tax Administrator, Oscar L. 

Meek was re-appointed to the Board of Equalization and Review (E&R) for a seventh (7th) term, 

expiring July 30, 2015.  

 

In follow-up to the August 20, 2014 work session, the following items were presented for Board 

of Commissioners action: 

 

A. Adoption of FY 2015-19 Proposed Warren County Capital Improvement Program – 

County Manager Worth 

B. Resolution – Warren County Local Foods Access Plan – Recognizing Warren County’s 

Youth Leadership – Crystal Smith, Director - Cooperative Extension Service 
 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Warren County Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) for FY 2015-2019 was 

adopted as presented. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, “Resolution – Warren County Local Foods Access Plan – Recognizing 

Warren County’s Youth Leadership” was adopted with Chairman Baker authorized to sign same. 
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Crystal Smith, Director - Warren County Cooperative Extension Service informed the Board of 

Commissioners that the State had awarded 40 hours of paid leave in FY 2014-2015 budget for 

state employees including Cooperative Extension personnel.  A form was provided for County 

consideration and execution to indicate if the County agreed/disagreed to grant said special leave 

with pay.  An indirect cost is incurred when an employee takes a special leave day off with pay 

which increases the county’s liability associated with employee leave balances. 

 
On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, County match was approved for 40 hours of special leave granted by 

the State of North Carolina for Cooperative Extension Service employees. 

 

NC Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services FY 2014-15 Annual Agreement for 

Protection, Development & Improvement of Forest Land in Warren County was presented for 

Board’s review and action. 

 

 
 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, NC Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services FY 2014-15 

Annual Agreement for Protection, Development & Improvement of Forest Land in Warren County 

was  adopted, with Chairman Baker authorized to sign the Agreement. Funding Source: FY 14 

Forestry Service departmental budget in the amount of $113,945. 

 

A “Request for Bids Packet” was circulated to twenty-two (22) area dealerships in:  Wake Forest, 

Wendell, Raleigh, Tarboro, Wilson, Durham, Cary, Kenly, Hillsborough, Smithfield, Oxford, 
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Nashville, Roanoke Rapids, Rocky Mount, Zebulon, Wilson, Henderson and Louisburg for the 

following vehicles: 

 

A. Ford Explorer 4x4 with Police Packet (2) 

B. Dodge Charger with Police Packet (1) 

C. Chevrolet Suburban 4x4 (1) 

D. Ford F-250 4x4 (1) 

E. Ford F-150 4x2 Long Bed (1) 

 

Bids were received as follows: 

 

Ford Explorer 4x4 with Police Packet (2) 

 
 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Doug Henry Ford of Tarboro, NC was awarded bid for purchase of 

two (2) 2015 Ford Explorer 4X4’s at a cost of $25,928 each for a total cost of $51,856.  Funding 

Source:  Sheriff’s Office FY 15 Budget. 

 

Dodge Charger with Police Packet (1) 

 

 
 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Ilderton Dodge of High Point, NC was awarded bid for purchase of 

one (1) 2014 Dodge Charger with Police Packet at a cost of $22,885.  Funding Source:  Sheriff’s 

Office FY 15 Budget. 
 

Chevrolet Suburban 4x4 (1) 
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On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Hubert Vester of Wilson, NC was awarded bid for purchase of one (1) 

2015 Chevrolet Surburban 4X4 at a cost of $38,765.  Funding Source:  EMS FY 15 departmental 

budget.  

 

Ford F-250 4x4 (1)

 
 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, University Ford of Durham, NC was awarded bid for purchase of one (1) 2015 

Ford F-250 4X4 truck at a cost of $24,493.  Funding Source:  Buildings & Grounds Maintenance 

Department FY 15 Budget. 

 

Ford F-150 4x2 Long Bed (1) 

 
On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Doug Henry Ford of Tarboro, NC was awarded bid for purchase of one 

(1) 2014 Ford F-150 Regular Cab 4X2 Long Bed truck at a cost of $18,425.  Funding Source:  

Health Department FY 15 Budget. 
 

On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, “Resolution – Sale of Surplus Warren County Property” was adopted declaring 

certain County property as surplus and authorizing sale by on-line auction or disposal if not sold.  

Chairman Baker was authorized to sign the Resolution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION 
 

 SALE OF SURPLUS 

WARREN COUNTY PROPERTY 
   
 WHEREAS, the County of Warren has certain properties which are no longer used and 
may lawfully dispose of such property through on-line auction or disposal. 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, pursuant to Article 12, North Carolina 
General Statute 160A-268, the Warren County Board of Commissioners authorize the sale 
through on-line auction or disposal of:  
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Contract for County Attorney services between Turrentine Law Firm, PLLC and Warren County 

was submitted for Board’s review and action.  Due to changes in laws governing contracts with 

individuals as opposed to firms, the contract was presented as the preferred option.  If approved  

the Turrentine Law Firm would serve as legal representative for Warren County and it’s officers 

acting in their official capacity on behalf of the County. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Ross, which was seconded by Commissioner Downey and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, contract for County Attorney Services between Turrentine Law Firm, 

PLLC and Warren County effective retroactive to July 1, 2014 at the same terms and conditions as 

the current contract was approved.  Chairman Baker was authorized to sign the contract. 
 

Having been granted authority to enter into contracts up to but not to exceed $50,000; contracts 

executed by the County Manager were presented for the Board of Commissioners’ information. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, contracts approved in August 2014 by County Manager Worth were 

accepted as information only: 

 
 

On motion of Commissioner Richardson, which was seconded by Commissioner Ross and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, County Manager’s August 2014 Status Report was accepted as 

information only: 

 

 

 RESOLUTION (Cont’d) 
 
 TV/VCR Combo (Health Dept) 
 HP DeskJet Printer 950-C (Health Dept) 
 John Deere Ridemower F-935 – Yanmar engine (Bldg & Grds) 
 John Deere Ridemower 723 – Kawasaki engine (Bldg & Grds) 
 2004 Ford F-150 - 241,067 miles (Public Utilities) 
  
These items are being sold in “as is” condition with no warranties. 
 
  The Warren County Board of Commissioners reserves the right to reject any or all bids, 
to waive informalities, and to award bid in the opinion of the Owner in its best interest. 
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The Board of Commissioners authorizes the County 
Manager (or designee) to dispose of this property and incur those costs incidental to sell 
property; and that advertising, describing the property, the method for bidding and the date, 
time and place for the bid opening be placed with auction site, notice in the Warren Record 
Newspaper and otherwise appropriately advertised according to law. 
  
 ADOPTED this the 8th day of September 2014. 
  
              WARREN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
   ATTEST:                 Bertadean W. Baker, Chairman  
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With no further business to discuss and on motion of Commissioner Richardson which was 

seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly carried, the September 8, 2014 Board of 

Commissioners meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm. 
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MINUTES FROM A SPECIAL MEETING HELD BY THE BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR THE COUNTY OF WARREN IN THE 

WARREN COUNTY ARMORY CIVIC CENTER, MEETING ROOM ON 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2014 AT 3:30 PM. 
 

The Special Meeting was called to order by Chairman Bertadean W. Baker.  Other Commissioners 

present:  Jennifer Jordan, Barry Richardson and Ulysses S. Ross.  Others in attendance:  County 

Manager Linda T. Worth, Finance Director Gloria Edmonds and County Attorney Karlene 

Turrentine. 

 

Commissioner Ruby Downey arrived at 3:35 pm. 
 
A moment of silence was followed by the Clerk to the Board reading the “Conflict of Interest 

Disclaimer.”  

 

 

 

Clerk to the Board of Commissioners read aloud the notice of Special Meeting. 

 

During a September 10, 2014 Department of Social Services (DSS) Board of Directors Special 

Meeting, the DSS Board appointed Mr. Wilbert R. Morris, of Raleigh, NC to serve as Interim DSS 

Director effective September 15 – December 12, 2014, with the understanding the appointment 

may extend past the end date.  The DSS Board approved the Independent Contractor Agreement 

between ExecLink, LLC and Warren County that provides the terms and conditions of the 

contractual arrangement to retain Mr. Morris’ services at a cost not to exceed $24,000 for the three-

month period.  The Independent Contractor Agreement was presented for the Board of County 

Commissioners approval.  It was also requested to authorize the County Manager to sign the 

Independent Contractor Agreement and any subsequent extensions thereto. 

 
On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Richardson and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Independent Contractor Agreement between ExecLink, LLC and 

Warren County, NC which outlines the terms and conditions of the contractual arrangement to 

retain the services of Mr. Wilbert R. Morris, as Interim Department of Social Services Director for 

the period September 15 – December 12, 2014, at a cost not to exceed $24,000 for the three-month 

period, to be paid from lapsed salaries/fringes in the DSS Administration Budget was approved.  

County Manager was authorized to sign the Independent Contractor Agreement and any 

subsequent extensions thereto.  

 

With no further business to discuss and on motion of Commissioner Richardson which was 

seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly carried, the September 12, 2014 Board of 

Commissioners Special Meeting was adjourned at 3:40 pm. 

 

 

“Members of the County Board of Commissioners are advised, hereby, of their duty under the State 
Government Ethics Act to avoid conflicts of interest and the appearance of such conflict; and, further, are 
instructed to refrain from participating in any matter coming before this Board of County Commissioners 
with respect to which there is a conflict of interest or appearance of such conflict”. 
 In accordance with the State Government Ethics Act, it is the duty of every Board member to 
avoid both conflicts of interest and appearances of conflict. 
 Does any Board member have any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with 
respect to any matter coming before this Board today? 
 If so, please identify the conflict and refrain from any undue participation in the particular 
matter involved. 


