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MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING HELD BY THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR THE COUNTY OF 

WARREN IN THE WARREN COUNTY ARMORY CIVIC CENTER, 

MEETING ROOM ON MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2015 AT 6:00 PM. 
 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Barry Richardson.  Other Commissioners present:  

Bertadean Baker, Tare Davis, Victor Hunt and Jennifer Jordan.  Others in attendance:  County 

Manager Linda T. Worth, Finance Director Gloria Edmonds and County Attorney Karlene 

Turrentine. 

 
A moment of silence was followed by the Clerk to the Board reading the “Conflict of Interest 

Disclaimer.”  

 

 

Citizen Comments: 

 

Dentis M. Shaw of Athletes of America Helping Americans, Inc. “Honorband” 

Thanked the Board and citizens for allowing him to speak.  He is concerned with local school 

system and youth.  Need to train young men in values, know what it takes to reach youth.  

He drives a pink car with “Stop the Violence” decal.  He visited Virginia Tech after the 

terrible shooting took place, during the same time his wife had passed with cancer.  Invited 

everyone to an event taking place March 6th at Solid Rock church focusing on “stopping the 

violence.” 

 

Ms. Jasmine Jackson, Warren County New Tech student, spoke regarding Consent 

Agenda Item 6E-Resolution in Recognition of Earth Day, April 22, 2015.  Requested 

community support of the day. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Suggested Agenda Item # 7 Finance Office Budget Items was moved to 

Agenda Item # 9 and former Agenda Item # 9 Amendment # 2 to Owner-Engineer Agreement 

for the Water & Sewer District III, Phase II Eaton’s Ferry Bridge Waterline Crossing Project 

was moved to new Agenda Item # 7. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Davis, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, March 2, 2015 revised Agenda was adopted with the following amendments: 

 

 # Agenda Item # 7 Finance Office Items was moved to Agenda Item # 9 and former 

 

 # Agenda Item # 9 Amendment # 2 to Owner-Engineer Agreement for the Water &  

  Sewer District III, Phase II Eaton’s Ferry Bridge Waterline Crossing Project  

  was moved to new Agenda Item # 7. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, minutes of February 2, 2015 Regular Monthly Meeting were approved. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Interest Income Report for January 2015 was approved: 

 

“Members of the County Board of Commissioners are advised, hereby, of their duty under the State 
Government Ethics Act to avoid conflicts of interest and the appearance of such conflict; and, further, 
are instructed to refrain from participating in any matter coming before this Board of County 
Commissioners with respect to which there is a conflict of interest or appearance of such conflict”. 
 In accordance with the State Government Ethics Act, it is the duty of every Board member to 
avoid both conflicts of interest and appearances of conflict. 
 Does any Board member have any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with 
respect to any matter coming before this Board today? 
 If so, please identify the conflict and refrain from any undue participation in the 
particular matter involved. 
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On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Tax Collector’s Report for January 2015 was accepted in accordance with GS 

105-350: 

 
On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Tax Release Requests (Over $100) were approved: 
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County Manager approved Tax Release Requests (Under $100) were accepted: 

 

 
 

On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried by 

unanimous vote, “Resolution in Recognition of County-Wide Celebration of Earth Day 2015” was 

adopted, with Chairman Richardson authorized to sign same. 
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Macon Robertson, Director - Public Utilities, presented for approval Amendment #2 to the Owner-

Engineer Agreement (Rivers & Associates, Inc.) for Water & Sewer District III, Phase II – Eaton’s 

Ferry Bridge Waterline Crossing Project.  Modification deletes and replaces several paragraphs 

and adjusts the original amount from $215,800 to $143,327.04. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Davis, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Amendment #2 to the Owner-Engineer Agreement for the Water & Sewer 

District III, Phase II – Eaton’s Ferry Bridge Waterline Crossing Project with Rivers and Associates, 

Inc. was adopted.  Chairman Richardson was authorized to sign the amended agreement. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, in accordance with NCGS 18B-700(g2) annual request from the 

Warren County ABC Commission for authorization to use Warren County’s Travel Policy was 

approved. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Amendment # 7 to the FY 2014-15 Warren County Budget Ordinance was 

adopted: 
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On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Amendment # 2 to the Capital Project Ordinance for Warren County Water & 

Sewer District III, Eaton’s Ferry Bridge Waterline Crossing was adopted. 

 

 
On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Commissioner Tare Davis was appointed to replace former Commissioner 

Ulysses Ross on the Lake Gaston Stakeholder’s Board.  Term begins immediately and expires 

December 31, 2016. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Economic Development (EDC) Director Kenneth Bowman, was appointed to 
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replace former EDC Director Gabe Cumming on the Lake Gaston Stakeholder’s Board.  Term 

begins immediately and extends through Mr. Bowman’s time of employment as Warren County 

EDC Director. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Hunt, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, on recommendation of the Fire Commission, Philip Hicks (who 

completed an unexpired term for M. Pitzing) was appointed to his first full term on the Warren 

County Fire Commission.  Term:  January 2014 to June 30, 2017. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Economic Development Director Kenneth Bowman, was appointed to 

replace former EDC Director Gabe Cumming on the Kerr Tar Rural Transportation Coordination 

Committee (TCC).  Term expires February 1, 2018. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Economic Development Coordinator Margaret “Peggy” Richardson was 

appointed as Alternate to Warren County EDC Director on the Kerr Tar Rural Transportation 

Coordination Committee (TCC).  Term expires February 1, 2018. 

 

Having declared certain tax foreclosed property as surplus by Resolution adopted October 7, 2013, 

and unsuccessfully offering tax parcel ID E5-180B (115 Huntsville Rd., Warrenton) for auction on 

GovDeals.com web auction site, local bids were submitted for Board’s review and award.  The 

minimum bid advertised for the property was $7,522 which included outstanding taxes and legal 

fees.  The Warren County Tax Office assessed value of the property was $4,560.  Bids for said 

property were received as follows:  Keishawn Mayes - $4,000 and Rodney Hunt - $3,000. 

 

It was recommended to award bid to Keishawn Mayes in the amount of $4,000 for tax parcel ID 

E5-180B (115 Huntsville Rd., Warrenton). 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, bid from Keishawn Mayes in the amount of $4,000 for tax parcel ID E5-180B 

(115 Huntsville Rd., Warrenton) was accepted.  Chairman Richardson and/or County Manager 

Worth were authorized to sign deed of transfer. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Resolution declaring Nortel Telephone System previously used by Department 

of Social Services as surplus property and authorizing sale via on-line auction or conveyance if 

not sold was adopted.  Chairman Richardson was authorized to sign same. 
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In accordance with Article 12, NCGS 160A-268, a Resolution conveying equipment previously 

used in various county offices to various area non-profits was presented for Board’s review and 

action.  Said equipment declared surplus by Resolution adopted January 5, 2015, had been offered 

at auction with no bids:  Computers & printers from Memorial Library and map cabinets from 

Code Enforcement. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Resolution Conveying Personal Property by Private Sale to various 

area non-profits (equipment previously used in various county offices) was adopted as presented.  

Chairman Richardson was authorized to sign same. 

 

                            
On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, the regularly scheduled April 15, 2015 work session which conflicted 

with NC Association of County Commissioners District meeting in Durham, was rescheduled to 

April 22, 2015 at 6:00 pm. 
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A request from Murphy Doty, Project Manager with FLS Energy Inc. for permission to encroach 

Soul City Sanitary District Water & Sewer Easement in Soul City for a solar project was presented 

for Board’s consideration.  

 

County Attorney Karlene Turrentine; in the interest of full disclosure; informed the Board of 

Commissioners that an associate from her law firm represents FLS Energy, Inc. in tax matters.  

This should not pose a conflict of interest but could appear as such. 

 

After discussion the following motion was entertained. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Davis, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, it was ordered to approve request from FLS Energy, Inc. for permission to 

encroach on Sewer Easement in Soul City for a solar project, contingent upon County Attorney’s 

final review and recommendation.  Chairman Richardson and/or County Manager Worth were 

authorized to sign documentation. 
 

Commissioner Tare Davis opened a discussion on conducting an independent audit of the 

Recreation Department. 

 
On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried by 

unanimous vote, it was ordered to suspend the Board of Commissioner’s Rules of Procedure in order 

to entertain discussion prior to a motion and vote. 

 

Commissioner Davis read a prepared statement that he “has received complaints from citizens 

concerning Parks & Recreation” and requested the Board consider conducting an internal audit for 

this department. 

 

After much discussion between all the Commissioners, Commissioner Davis withdrew his 

request for an independent audit. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, discussion on conducting an independent audit of the Recreation Department 

was tabled to a later date to allow time for review and to determine if any action is warranted. 

 

Having been authorized by the Board of Commissioners to approve contracts up to but not to 

exceed $50,000, notice of contracts approved by County Manager Worth in February 2015 was 

submitted for the Board’s information. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, County Manager approved contracts for February 2015 were accepted 

as information only: 

 

 
 

On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, County Manager’s Report of activities for February 2015 was approved 

as presented. 
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With no further business to discuss and on motion of Commissioner Jordan which was seconded 

by Commissioner Baker and duly carried, the March 2, 2015 Board of Commissioners meeting 

was adjourned. 

        
 

 

RECORD OF A WORK SESSION HELD BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS FOR THE COUNTY OF WARREN IN THE ARMORY 

CIVIC CENTER MEETING ROOM ON WEDNESDAY – MARCH 18, 2015 

AT 6:00 PM.  
 

The March 18, 2015 Work Session was opened by Chairman Barry Richardson. Other 

Commissioners present: Victor Hunt, Jennifer Jordan, Bertadean Baker, and Tare Davis. Others in 

attendance: County Manager Linda T. Worth and County Attorney Karlene Turrentine.  

 

Chairman Richardson asked the Board to allow two citizens to speak during the work session and 

the Board agreed.  Stacey Woodhouse of So Edible Farm addressed the Board with information 

about his farm and classes for children during the summer.  Robert Espinosa of the NC Coyotes 

thanked the Board for their support.  Mr. Espinosa asked what the policy is for usage of John 

Graham Gym and he was told to contact County Manager Linda Worth for more information. 

 

Department Head Reports were given as follows: 

 Marshall Brothers, Public Works 

 Johnny Williams, Sheriff/Detention/Telecommunications 

 

The North Carolina Association of County Commissioners Update Video was shown. 
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Warrenton Mayor Walter Gardner and Warrenton Commissioner Mary Hunter addressed the board 

asking that the Town of Warrenton and the Town of Norlina receive 15% of ABC profits.  

Chairman Richardson called for a vote from the Board if they wished to put this on the April 6, 

2015 Board of Commissioners Meeting agenda – the results of the vote were two in favor of 

placing the item on the agenda and three against.  Commissioner Hunt and Commissioner Davis 

cast the votes in favor, with Commissioner Jordan, Commissioner Baker, and Commissioner 

Richardson voting no. 

 

The Board heard a request from Health Director Andy Smith for approval of the Health 

Department’s Tobacco Free Grounds Policy.  This policy will be placed on the April 6, 2015 Board 

of Commissioners Meeting agenda for approval. 

 

William Kearney of Environmental Action Team addressed the Board asking for support.  A 

Resolution in support of Environmental Action Team will be presented for approval at the April 

6, 2015 Board of Commissioners Meeting. 

 

As follow-up to a discussion at the Budget Goals Setting Work Session, County Manager Linda 

Worth presented information regarding Aycock Recreation Center’s Aquatic Center.  The Board 

asked that Mrs. Worth also get information from Roanoke Rapids regarding their aquatic center.  

It was suggested that Mrs. Worth work with the Recreation Commissioner to survey citizens’ 

interest for an aquatic center in Warren County. 

 

Discussion was held regarding the revised Warren County Salary Administration Policy, Proposed 

Salary Progression Policy, and Proposed Longevity Policy presented by Human Resource Director 

Lisa Alston.  After some discussion the Board asked that a committee including Commissioner 

Hunt, Commissioner Davis, County Manager Linda Worth, and Human Resources Director Lisa 

Alston meet to discuss these policies and then bring recommendations back to the Board at a future 

meeting. 

 

Discussion of need for Policies and Procedures for Recreation Department Facility Usage: 

Commissioner Davis made motion to enter closed session under 143-318.11 A 6 to hear charge or 

complaint against an employee or public official concerning the Recreation Department.  

Commissioner Hunt seconded the motion with all votes in favor.   

 

Following the closed session, the Board resumed open session. 

 

The County Manager was directed to work with the Recreation Commission to develop policies 

and procedures for Recreation Department Facility Usage. 

 

Commissioner Davis requested that American Legion Memorial Post 547 be allowed to use the 

Armory for their monthly meetings free of charge.  After some discussion concerning time and 

frequency of meetings, Chairman Richardson asked that more information regarding the meetings 

be obtained and information brought back to the Board at another time. 

 

County Manager Linda Worth presented proposed revisions to “Rule 32 - Appointments”.  The 

Board agreed that the proposed revisions should be on the April 6, 2015 Board of Commissioners 

Meeting agenda. 

 

County Manager Linda Worth asked that the Board schedule a Special Work Session to discuss 

Potential Refunding Opportunities for Public Utilities Debt.  The Special Meeting will be 

scheduled for April 6, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Following the discussion of all business coming before the Board, the work session was adjourned 

by Chairman Barry Richardson. 

        
 


