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Department Heads Report to the Board

(5 minutes) 

Soil & Water Conservation

Larry West, District Director or Gary Holtzmann

Information Technology

Ernie Burgess, IT Administrator



October 19, 2016

Work Session Agenda

Item # 3

Request for No Wake Zone on Hubquarter

Creek in the area of Lake Gaston Estates

- - -

Bobby Harrell for Lake Gaston Estates

Property Owners Association

&

NC Wildlife Officer Sgt. Richard Creech







From: SVC_WRC.NoWakeZoneCoordinator [mailto:nowakezonecoordinator@ncwildlife.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2016 12:07 PM
To: AngelenaKDunlap@warrencountync.gov
Cc: Creech, Richard T <richard.creech@ncwildlife.org>
Subject: RE: No wake zone

Dear Ms. Kearney-Dunlap, 

I did talk with Mr. Harrell about the buoys at Hubquarter Creek. I also spoke with the Enforcement Officer who asked that the 
markers be removed. 

There is no Rule in the North Carolina Administrative Code that allows for the buoys to be placed at that location in Hubquarter
Creek. I went back through the archives and found that way back in 1993, before there was a NC Administrative Code, there was
a marina and swim area there. On April 13, 1994 someone from this agency called Richard Grassi of the Lake Gaston Estates 
Homeowners Association and explained how to place buoys and swim ropes. Keep in mind though that this was never a codified 
Rule. 

The marina closed at some point. We were told that the ramp was no longer in use. We have a map that shows the area circled 
with a note that says “obsolete and not in rule.” This is why the Officer asked that the markers be removed. At this point the 
Wildlife Resources Commission would have to receive an application for consideration of approving of any regulatory markers 
there and then go through the regulatory process according to the North Carolina Administrative Procedure Act . 

Since this agency receives applications from the county or municipality with jurisdiction over the waters, I can request on Warren 
County’s behalf that Enforcement again investigate the area to see whether sufficient hazards to boater safety exist to warrant 
rulemaking. I will give you their recommendation and at that point the County may decide whether to proceed with a public 
hearing and application for consideration by the 19-member Wildlife Resources Commission. 

The only statutory criteria that we can use for rulemaking are to mitigate hazards to boater safety. Noise, erosion and prevention 
of property damage cannot be used to create a no wake zone. Roped swim areas sometimes appear in Rules but they usually are 
submitted to the County by organizations such as camps, marinas, or community associations where there is a lot of swim 
activity near hazardous boating activity. Then the County goes through the application process to have roped swim areas 
established in the NC Administrative Code. 

mailto:nowakezonecoordinator@ncwildlife.org
mailto:AngelenaKDunlap@warrencountync.gov
mailto:richard.creech@ncwildlife.org


Would you like for our Enforcement Division look at the area? If you will please let me know the specifics of the request, 
such as whether you are asking about a roped swim area, no wake zone near the ramp, or something else, that will be 
helpful. While the County is named the responsible party for purchase, placement and maintenance of no wake and swim 
markers, the County may designate an association or individual to be responsible for the markers if the Rule is adopted. 

I am attaching the flow chart showing the new policy for applying to the NC Wildlife Resources Commission for a no wake 
zone. We hope the new policy will expedite the process and prevent unnecessary applications if the county does not wish 
to proceed. Also attached is a map I created showing the ramp and the old location of a swim area. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me at 919-707-0013 or at my email at betsy.haywood@ncwildlife.org if I can answer more 
questions. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Haywood // Commission Liaison // No Wake Zone Coordinator

Director’s Office

NC Wildlife Resources Commission

Mailing Address: 1701 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1701

Office: 919-707-0013 // Fax: 919-707-0020

ncwildlife.org

mailto:betsy.haywood@ncwildlife.org
http://ncwildlife.org/


From: Creech, Richard T [mailto:richard.creech@ncwildlife.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 11:03 AM
Subject: No wake zone 

1. The county is responsible for placing the buoys. They are usually attached to a square block 
of concrete around 24"x24".

2. They only get replaced if they are damaged or stolen, which shouldn't be often.

3. The public will usually call NC Wildlife or the county and the county is responsible for 
maintaining and replacing.

4. I know Brunswick county VA. has some no wake buoys that they maintain.

5. As far as the county department not sure it would be up to the county to determine that.

Richard Creech 

Sergeant // Law Enforcement Division

NC Wildlife Resources Commission

Mailing Address: 1720 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1720

office: 800-662-7137 // cell: 252-886-3614 
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Armory Use for ML King, Jr. Celebration

Saturday – January 14, 2017 

- - -

Larry Jones,

MLK Committee Chairperson

&

Commissioner Tare Davis
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Item #  5

H.O.P.E. Rural Health Care Initiative

- - -

Ms. Jane Ball-Groom

&

Dr. Demaura Hawkins-Russell



Information regarding the

H.O.P.E. Rural Health Care Initiative

will be presented at the meeting by

Ms. Jane Ball-Groom

&

Dr. Demaura Hawkins-Russell
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Proposed Amendments to Warren County

Municipal Solid Waste Ordinance

- - -

Marshall Brothers

Public Works Director



























Counties:  153A-45. Adoption of ordinances.

To be adopted at the meeting at which it is first introduced, an ordinance or any
action having the effect of an ordinance (except the budget ordinance, any bond
order, or any other ordinance on which a public hearing must be held before the
ordinance may be adopted) must receive the approval of all the members of the
board of commissioners.

If the ordinance is approved by a majority of those voting but not by all the
members of the board, or if the ordinance is not voted on at that meeting, it shall be
considered at the next regular meeting of the board. If it then or at any time
thereafter within 100 days of its introduction receives a majority of the votes cast, a
quorum being present, the ordinance is adopted.

http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/gascripts/statutes/statutelookup.pl?statute=153A-45
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Proposed Real Property Surplus Auction Policies 

& Procedures

- - -

Jamie Wilkerson

Warren County Attorney
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= = =

Adjourn Work Session


